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The University of Toledo Human Trafficking and Social Justice Institute and the Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition are very pleased to 

present the Proceedings from the fourteenth Annual International Human Trafficking and Social Justice Conference. With this document, we 

celebrate continued collaboration and support, good companionship, intellectual discussion, and productive networking.  

We appreciate your support of our conference and hope to receive your support for many years to come. We come together to learn and to honor the 

hard work you are doing in communities across the United States and abroad. We want to recognize the contributions you have made and continue to 

make to the field of human trafficking and/or social justice. We hope you will find this volume of abstracts useful in future advocacy, community 

programming and development, and scholarly pursuits.  

  

CONFERENCE HISTORY  

The conference began in 2004 for the purpose of bringing together people to learn and collaborate on research, advocacy, programming, and 

legislation. The idea was to host an “academic” conference, in the sense that we would employ the feminist perspective of respecting the multiple 

realities of those involved in the issue of Human Trafficking, Prostitution, and Sex Work. In its simplest definition, human trafficking is involvement 

in the commercial sex or labor trade by force, fraud, or coercion (or being under the age of consent), while prostitution is involvement for means of 

survival. Sex work is involvement in the commercial sex trade through choice. We have not always agreed with our presenters, but we have allowed 

voices to be heard in the areas of research, advocacy, activism, practice, programming, and policy. Presenters are considered qualified if they have 

sufficiently researched the issue and have the credentials and expertise to present on a topic. We recognize other ways of knowing, therefore skilled 

presenters may also be chosen because they have a lived experience that is significant enough to be deemed an expert on a particular topic. Finally, 

others that have focused on programming, policy, or activism that have considerable experience in a particular area of human trafficking or social 

justice may be selected to present. Now running for thirteen consecutive years, the conference has since grown to be the longest running academic 

conference of its kind in the United States. A couple years ago we expanded the conference to include other issues of social justice.  

Conference presenters have historically provided us with the latest and most innovative research, practice, and activism in the field of anti-trafficking 

work. The conference has been the impetus for many research collaborations, and has spurred new programming across the United States. Each year, 

the conference served as the place where many students made the decision to pursue anti-trafficking work as a part of their professional life. 

Survivors that attend the conference have reported a sense of gratitude to the people who would take the time to learn about such an important issue. 

We are thankful for the years that experts have come to the conference to share their expertise. We are grateful for the opportunity to provide the 

venue and coordination necessary to host such an important conference each year.  

 

 



Thank you to our amazing sponsors! 
 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can  

change the world; indeed, it’s the only things that ever has.” 

     Margaret Mead 

 
The success of a large endeavor cannot be accomplished without the diligent work of extraordinary people who are able to take a vision and create a reality. Our 

conference could not have made it fourteen years without the work of the following supporters who have become advocates in the fight against human trafficking: 

 

Your collaboration makes the conference possible!  

 
     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us at traffickingconference@gmail.com if you are interested in sponsorship opportunities! 

mailto:traffickingconference@gmail.com


2017 Conference Presenters Abstracts and Biographies 

Winfred Okoe Addy 

 

Winfred Okoe Addy is a Postgraduate Student of 

Jiangsu University of Science of Technology and a 

Police Detective at the Ghana Police Service. 

Throughout the years, he has worked on several cases 

of national interest and has received local and 

international training on human trafficking, 

smugglings, child labor, and document detection. His 

area of specialization is investigation into human 

trafficking cases and document fraud. 

Human Trafficking: The Global Monster 

 

Trafficking in persons shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, trading, or receipt of 

persons for the purpose of exploitation WITHIN and ACROSS national borders by the use of threat, force, or other 

forms of coercion, such as fraud, deception, the abuse of power, or exploitation of vulnerability. The illegal trade 

of human beings occurs locally and internationally for the purpose of exploitation. Exploitation has been defined to 

include induced prostitution, other forms of sexual exploitation, forced labour slavery or practices similar to 

slavery, servitude, or the removal of organs. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss the types of trafficking related to Ghana and Africa as a whole 

• Discuss human trafficking and child labor in Africa 

• Describe the causes of human trafficking 

• Discuss the reasons for human trafficking 

• Examine legal frameworks 

 

Adv. Victoria Aderonke Balogun, RSA 

 

Victoria Aderonke Balogun is a law senior lecturer and 

the co-founder of the Access to Justice Programme at 

the University of Kwazulu Natal. She specializes in 

Sexual and Reproductive Rights, which is an integral 

part of Medical Law. She has a particular interest in 

women’s health, human rights, and human trafficking. 

Sex Trafficking: A Public Health Hazard at its Best! 

 

The right to adequate health and the wellbeing of humans is undoubtedly a universally recognized right in the 

human rights discourse. For centuries, international human rights instruments, including landmark declarations 

such as the UDHR, treaties, and standards, have since embraced “health” as a human right. However, there are 

significant variations in how health policies and laws are being implemented by member States. These cause a 

variance in the type of services and care provided by different states. Furthermore, sexual and reproductive health 

rights are becoming recognized as part of the right to health in several countries, including South Africa as stated in 

section 27 of the 1996 constitution. When addressing the horrors of human trafficking, focus is often on 

prosecution of perpetrators, which States view as one of the pillars of tackling the trafficking problem. Although 

this effort is commendable, it creates a narrow perspective, which may result in a non-existent discussion on some 

significant human rights violations that may also arise as a result of human trafficking. Central to this is the right to 
health which includes the sexual and reproductive health rights of the victim or survivor, particularly where the 

trafficking activity is for sexual exploitation. State and international responses to the trafficking of persons must 

take into consideration the health of women, especially their sexual and reproductive health needs at all stages of 

trafficking. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss what is included in human rights and how this relates to the rights of trafficking victims and 

survivors 

• Explain how human trafficking, particularly sex trafficking, is a public health hazard 

• Discuss the health implications of sex-trafficking for women 

 

Stefania Agliano, LMSW 

 

Stefania Agliano is the co-founder of I AM Training 

and Consultation Group LLC and has been a 

contributing member of efforts to eradicate trafficking. 

Stefania has developed various training curriculums, 

Saving Our Boys to Save Our Girls 

 

Many of the discussions, prevention and intervention programming, and front-line assessments are designed to 

target either the victim (survivor) of sex trafficking or the buyer by addressing demand through legal interventions 

or educational programming. While anyone, regardless of gender, can be a trafficker, this workshop is specifically 

focused on male perpetrators. This workshop provides a holistic view of the circumstances or vulnerabilities that 



and has trained hundreds of child welfare staff, law 

enforcement officers, probations officers, and 

community providers on the local and national level.  

  

 

 

may lead a young man to engage in criminal behaviors inclusive of trafficking, including but not limited to, the 

mass marketing of hyper-masculinity, socioeconomic inequalities, and institutionalized oppression. By discussing 

the trafficker as someone needing prevention services we position ourselves on the national level to make systemic 

changes for young men to enhance their well-being and to potentially save our girls. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Address the circumstances that may lead young men to engage in human trafficking 
• Allow participants to critically reflect further on how they assess trafficking cases and provide a new 

means of services to explore 
 

LaShanna Alfred, MSW, LISW-S 

 

LaShanna Alfred is a Licensed Independent Social 

Worker and currently does contracted supervision work 

at a Behavioral Health agency in Toledo. She uses her 

personal and career experience to equip social service 

workers with maintaining self-care to prevent burnout. 

She is an Author of Behind Bars: A Chance to Change, 

Ladies Take your M.A.N Back, and Power of 

Perception: and Healing from the Inside Out. 

 

Self-Care in the Social Service Field 

 

How to avoid burn out as a social service worker will provide practical steps you can use immediately in order to 

prevent or reset from burnout. If you are experiencing physical, mental, or emotional burnout or if you want to 

prevent future burn out, this session is designed for you. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Teach participants to identify early signs of burnout 

• Explain the art of listening to oneself 

• Discuss how to measure self-progress 

• Describe the 7 principles from the acronym "L.E.T. I.T. G.O."  in order to live a balanced healthy life 

 

Empower and Equipping Positive Change 

 

Gain understanding of how the empowerment approach can be used to empower and equip individuals with 

reaching their goal and working through past trauma. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain the process of change 

• Describe the art of building therapeutic rapport for positive change 

• Teach participants to understand how one’s bias can affect positive change 

• Discuss and teach participants skills to go from motivation to inspiration in order to produce lasting 

change 

 

Jenn Amo 
 

Jenn Amo is the author and Program Director of 

Warning Lights and a Youth Ambassador for Women 

At Risk, International. She is a highly popular speaker 

who has presented at conferences, schools and 

universities, churches, and many other organizations. 

“Jenn At War” passionately raises awareness, creates 

compassion, and takes you on an entertaining and 

memorable journey. 

Your Passport to Awareness 

 

You’re invited to “pack a bag and grab that passport” as you embark on a multimedia journey around the globe 

with Women At Risk, International. This Michigan based, nonprofit organization was established to create circles 

of protection around at-risk women and children. Through culturally sensitive, value-added intervention projects 

and partnerships, they provide safe places to heal from abuse, trafficking, exploitation, and more. Each month, 

additional projects and partnerships are formed, increasing their ability to offer the rescued and at-risk a "hand-up" 

instead of a handout. You will experience some of their curative, supportive, and preventative programs that reach 

over 40 countries. Because this crime is targeting minors, you will be introduced to the highly successful youth 

prevention program, Warning Lights. This program (in its various forms) is making its way across the nation. It is 

fighting to protect our kids, teens, and young adults from the disguised lures of human trafficking. You will hear 

directly from “Jenn At War”, the author and program director, on how Warning Lights is being received by 

audiences, voted into school curriculums, and continually utilized by communities to create circles of protection 

for families. This emotional and memorable voyage will broaden your awareness, refuel your compassion for 

others, and reward you with new ways that you too can get involved. 



Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the Women At Risk, International and Warning Lights programs 

• Discuss how these programs are being utilized around the world 

 

 Ann Marie Babb 

 

Ann Marie Babb is the Vice President of Business 

Operations for the WCWT Center and the founder and 

executive director of Springhaven Homes. Having 

experienced trafficking and captivity, Ann has been 

living as a survivor for ten years. She has dedicated her 

life to sharing her story and developing her program to 

increase beds available around the world for rescued 

women to have a safe place to experience real love, 

find peace, and develop life skills. 

 

 DID...Living/Surviving/Thriving with Non-Integrated Personalities: A Survivor’s Perspective 

 
Ann Marie Babb is a Satanic Ritual Abuse and Human Trafficking survivor who was diagnosed with Dissociative 

Identity Disorder (DID) in her early 30's, and has spent the last 25 years navigating the mental health maze looking 

for help. She will talk about her experience and the fact that integration was not an option for her. She challenges 

the mental health community to think outside the box and that integration is not the only answer or cure for DID. 

She will use her past experience as an educational experience about DID and be transparent about coping and 

surviving with DID. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Share her personal experience with trauma and recovery 

• Explain her challenges in living with DID 

 

Jesse Bach, PhD 

 

Dr. Jesse Bach is the founder of The Imagine 

Foundation, a Cleveland-based non-profit dedicated to 

fostering domestic human rights. He earned his PhD 

studying domestic minor sex trafficking at Cleveland 
State University. 

The Forgotten Ones: Domestic Child Soldiers in the United States 

 

The term child soldier conjures up images of a war-torn, Sub-Saharan African child holding a battle-worn rifle, 

staring into the distance of an uncertain future. Their story is well known: a paramilitary organization entered an 

area and forcibly recruited children to engage in conflict—protecting arms, drugs, or “turf”. Through the marketing 

of the child soldier story and its emotional response, the international community has been moved to action through 

hosting awareness raising campaigns, generating mass donations for care, and establishing recovery and 

rehabilitation programs. There is no doubt that the international child soldier is viewed as a victim and is treated 

accordingly. But, what constitutes a child soldier and does national and international policy assign the label 
unfairly? Many domestic (North American) child gang members meet the national and international definition of 

child soldier, having been forcibly recruited to engage in conflict. Domestic gang members, however, are generally 

viewed as perpetrators of crime whereas international child soldiers are almost exclusively seen as victims of 

crime. This presentation argues that issues of race, borders, poverty, ethnicity, agency, American superiority, and 

prison industry profit have intentionally co-opted the definition of child soldier away from domestic child gang 

members and that a reconceptualization is necessary in order to address the issue. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe what constitutes a child soldier 

• Explain how domestic gang members are child soldiers 

• Discuss the factors that lead society away from viewing domestic gang members  

 

“Kind regards”: An Examination of One Buyer's Attempt to Purchase a Trafficked Child for Sex 

 

A call to awareness regarding sex trafficking has increased research, bolstered social justice efforts, improved 

education, and influenced federal laws that protect victims and prosecute traffickers. Federal laws on sex 

trafficking are now being used through undercover sting operations via the Internet to arrest and prosecute buyers 
who attempt to engage in commercial sex with minors. A narrative analysis was completed to create an in-depth 

case study outlining the correspondences between a buyer and an undercover agent advertising trafficked children 

for sex. Participants are afforded a rare opportunity to examine actual emails related to the purchase of a child for 

sexual exploitation. The emails were used against the buyer as evidence within the court of law. The author asserts 



that the following case study will contribute to the body of literature on the victim selection processes and 

cognitive distortions employed by buyers of children for sex. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the current tactics being used to prosecute buyers of sex trafficking 

• Present a case study of a buyer looking to purchase underage sex online 

• Allow participants to explore details of this case 

 

Kristen Bracy, MA, MSW; Bandak Lul, MA; and 

Dominique Roe-Sepowitz, MSW, PhD 

 

Kristen Bracy is the Associate Director of Research 

Implementation for the Office of Sex Trafficking 

Intervention Research at Arizona State University. 

Kristen has a Master of Arts in Social Justice and 

Human Rights and a Master of Social Work.  

 

Bandak Lul is a research assistant at the Arizona State 

University Office of Sex Trafficking Intervention 

Research. Bandak migrated to the United States at the 

age of 15 as a refugee from South Sudan, and has a 

Master of Arts in Social Justice and Human Rights.  

 

Dr. Dominique Roe-Sepowitz is an Associate Professor 

in the Arizona State University School of Social Work 

and the Director of the Office of Sex Trafficking 

Intervention Research. She is on a number of local, 

state, and national expert task forces and councils, and 

is on the editorial board of three journals. 
 

Sex and Labor Trafficking Among Refugee Populations 

 

The purpose of this session is to present the current literature on global labor and sex trafficking among refugee 

and asylum-seeking populations, as well as the conditions that contribute to sex and labor trafficking risk among 

refugees/asylum-seeking populations. This presentation establishes a baseline of knowledge regarding what is 

currently known about sex and labor trafficking in refugee/asylum-seeking populations, and seeks to start a 

conversation and an agenda for further research, as well as for policy and practice. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present current literature 

• Discuss the conditions among special populations 

• Start a conversation and agenda for further research, policy, and practice 

Melissa Brockie, MSW; and Holly Yost, MC, LPC 

 

Melissa Brockie is the director of a homeless family 

shelter and oversees a human trafficking program for 

homeless youth. Melissa has worked for ten years with 

victims of sex trafficking, including the development 

of a federal grant project and mentoring program. Her 

work has been highlighted on a federal level. 

 

Holly Yost is a counselor for trafficked, homeless 

young adults. Holly has also worked with child victims 

of domestic violence, the developmentally disabled, 

and people with mental health disorders. She has 

training in therapeutic approaches including Cognitive 

Behavioral Therapy, Prolonged Exposure Therapy, and 

Sand Tray Therapy. Currently, Holly facilitates 

multiple trafficking specific groups. 

Jumping Hurdles: Navigating Engagement with Sex Trafficked, Homeless Youth and Young Adults 

 

Engaging homeless youth and young adults that have been sex trafficked has challenges, barriers, and bravado! 

This presentation will share the experiences of a program director and therapist on developing strategies to engage 

homeless, trafficked youth. Victims of trafficking learn to live by rules of their trafficker, displaying distance and 

lack of trust with service providers. Homeless youth and young adults are often system involved, lack support 

systems, and have an increased vulnerability. These experiences alone create obstacles for providers to build 

rapport with homeless youth coupled with the victim’s trauma, impacted at times by the present trafficker, which 

create challenges for consistent services. Attendees will learn engagement strategies for both identifying victims 

and offering housing and comprehensive services, including therapy. Strategies will include leveraging basic needs 

while building an individual’s autonomy, modifying traditional homeless outreach programs, and increasing minor 

victim identification. Presenters will share the shifts in programming to meet individualized needs, while utilizing 

community based services such as housing and legal interventions. Lastly, employee burn out impacts the 

consistency of care and rapport with clients. Employee turn around and gaps in engagement can impact a victim’s 

decision to stay engaged with an agency. The presenters will share how to celebrate in a client’s steps towards 

stability, build a support network of professionals, and establish self-care within a team.  

Presentation Objectives: 



 • Identify the barriers around engaging homeless, trafficked youth 

• Discuss tools to increase the participation of victims 

• Present ways to tailor programming to improve outcomes and self-care for service providers 
 

James Brown 

 

James Brown is a retired Police Inspector and currently 

a doctoral candidate conducting research on police 

agency structure and their response to human 

trafficking. He also serves as Executive Director of a 

Canadian charity focused on the development and 

dissemination of human trafficking intelligence and 

resource coordination. 

Looking at the Data Void: What We Can Learn From Police Human Trafficking Data 

 

It is a continuing challenge to find informative and reliable data sources on human trafficking, where the global 

community acknowledges that the lack of such data is actually a key element of the issue. Police data on human 

trafficking is generally acknowledged to be limited; however, it can provide us with a view to what is happening in 

our communities through its content. Equally, the lack of information or the data void in police records, can be 

revealing in how police agencies are responding to human trafficking. This can help identify whether their 

strategies are working, whether their investigative focus is effective, and if their community partnerships are 

robust. This presentation will focus on knowledge gained through the research and micro analysis of 2014 to 2015 

policing data from a major Canadian municipality, and look at elements of both offenders and survivors and how 

they differ from established norms across the human trafficking community. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Inform the examination of how police agencies’ organizational structure and investigative placement may 

impact the agency’s capacity to investigative and confront this issue 

• Discuss how the limitations on police data and consequently national crime statistics may provide further 

insight to support their work in combating human trafficking 

 

Samantha Calvin, MHI, MBA; and Kaitlyn-Nicolasa 

Félix 

 

Samantha Calvin is a clinical faculty member at 

Arizona State University in the College of Nursing and 

Healthcare Innovation. She holds a Master’s of Science 

in Healthcare Innovation and a MBA from Arizona 

State University. She has worked in sex trafficking 

research for the past five years in Phoenix. 

 

Kaitlyn-Nicolasa Félix is a senior at Arizona State 

University and is majoring in Health Sciences with a 

minor in Spanish. She is a Licensed Nursing Assistant 

and has worked for over three years in various health-

related fields. She is currently researching PTSD 

among trafficked victims. 

 

Red Flags: Missing the Signs of Sex Trafficking in the Clinic 

 

Although health care workers are one of the few professions to interact with girls who have experienced sex 

trafficking, and as many as 50% of girls seek medical attention during their time in the sex trade, health care 

workers are often unprepared to identify and appropriately treat them. In a recent study of emergency medicine 

residents, Emergency Department (ED) attending's, ED nurses, and hospital social workers, only 4.8% felt some 

degree of confidence in their ability to identify and 7.7% to treat a trafficked patient. Because there are several 

complex health issues associated with sex trafficking, healthcare professionals need to know how to identify and 

treat these girls. In addition, there needs to be better methods established to gather data in the clinic, hospital, 

urgent care, and ER settings.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present the current research literature as it applies to the intersection of health care and sex trafficking 

• Describe our current research projects in this area and preliminary findings 

• Provide next steps and future directions in this area 

 

Jessica Chen, JD 

 

Jessica Chen is the director of strategic research at 

Tiny Hands International, an anti-trafficking NGO in 

Nepal, India, Bangladesh, and South Africa. She 

promotes research and strategic partnerships as Tiny 

Hands International expands its programs overseas. 

A Study of Cross-Border Trafficking Activity from Nepal to India 

 

At the border between Nepal and India, citizens are free to cross without being required to show identification. The 

porousness of the border has led to the flourishing of human trafficking from Nepal into India. In response, Non-

Governmental Organizations (NGOs) began setting up unofficial checkpoints along the border to identify and 

assist women and girls whom they believed were being trafficked. Tiny Hands Nepal (THN) is an NGO that 

operates 20 border-monitoring stations in Nepal. THN began border-monitoring in 2006 and has collected 

extensive data from thousands of intercepts, including demographics of the trafficking victims (i.e., age, gender, 



She holds degrees from Yale Law School and Harvard 

College. 

education, economic status, and employment), motives for going abroad, recruitment methods, promises offered, 

relationships to traffickers, trafficking routes, and destinations. THN also facilitates the filing of legal cases against 

traffickers. This presentation will do a case study of approximately 30 convictions to analyze: 1) what substantive 

and procedural factors may lead to a successful conviction; 2) what proportion of intercepts lead to legal action; 

and 3) the factors relevant to whether legal action is taken. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Provide findings from over 4 years of data collected by THN about trafficking from Nepal to India  

• Identify trends and compare them with the prevailing understanding of human trafficking trends in Nepal 

 

Carol Coder, MA, ATR-BC, LPCC; and Aravindhan 

Natarajan, PhD 

 

Carol Coder is a Registered and Board-Certified Art 

Therapist and Licensed Professional Clinical 

Counselor who provides art therapy and crisis 

stabilization services to individuals dealing with 

depression, complicated grief, trauma, and addictions 

at Unison Health, Inc. She researches, designs, and 

implements artful interventions to inspire hope and 

sustain resilient actions. 

 

Dr. Aravindhan Natarajan is an Assistant Professor in 

the Social Work Program at the University of Toledo. 

Dr. Natarajan is a scholar who is interested in the 

application of the arts in social work practice and 

research. Dr. Natarajan studies the importance of 

combining humanities and social science methods and 

logics.  

 

Art Makes a Difference: Perspectives on the Role of Art in Mental Health Recovery - Panel Discussion 

 

Learn from four dynamic individuals who share their personal stories of mental health recovery. Panelists highlight 

the healing power of art, and present a two-fold perspective: 1) how art making helps deal with significant life 

challenges, such as poverty, grief, depression and trauma; and 2) how art making propels life transformation. The 

panelists will show a sampling of personal artwork to visually demonstrate and to strengthen understanding of key 

points. Connections between core recovery skills, instillation of hope, safety, self-efficacy, resilience, and art 

making will be discussed. The potential for art to impact community awareness of mental health needs and inspire 

social action will also be discussed. The audience is invited to raise questions and engage in dialogue with the 

panelists.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Present diverse perspectives on the role of art in recovery 

• Illuminate connections between art making and core recovery skills 

• Create dialogue about opportunities and pathways for artful healing on personal and community platforms 

 

Cassandra Damm, LCSW; and Serpent Libertine, 

LCSW 

 

Cassandra Damm is a licensed clinician, board member 

of SWOP-Chicago, and has worked in community 

mental health for five years. Cassandra specializes in 

issues related to gender, sexuality, trauma, and co-

occurring mental health and substance use issues and 

spends her free time advocating for sex worker rights. 

 

Serpent Libertine is a former sex worker and sex 

worker rights advocate. She was previously a board 

member with SWOP-Chicago and a North American 

Representative for the Global Network of Sex Worker 

Projects from 2014 to 2016. She is currently a licensed 

social worker, and works for a social service 

Challenging the Victim-Centered Approach: Clinicians, Workers, and Advocates Weigh-in 

 

As sex worker advocates and clinical social workers, these presenters aim to challenge the victim-centered 

approach to working with people in the sex trade. The presenters work from a harm-reductionist/risk-management 

perspective, drawing from experiences in community mental health and sex worker advocacy to better educate the 

audience on what the experience of sex work looks like for individuals of different race, gender, and economic 

status. Drawing on interviews, advocacy, and counseling with sex workers, the presenters will discuss how 

intersectionality and type of work influences people's experiences in the sex trade. As both sex worker rights 

organizers and clinical practitioners, they will highlight the challenges and successes they have had in providing 

direct services to individuals who have engaged in sex work. They will also use these experiences to critically 

consider the trafficking narrative and explore how that narrative may hinder our society's approach to supporting 

clients who have sex trade experience. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Outline optimal interventions both clinically and as a larger society to address issues in the sex trade.  
• Educate the audience through self-awareness and reflection exercises to improve their understanding of 

how their inherent feelings and thoughts influence their opinions and work with people who have 

experience working in the sex trade  



organization in Chicago. 

 
• Provide social service professionals practical and effective ways they can assist individuals impacted by 

the sex trade by spotlighting free legal services, housing, support groups, counseling, and street outreach 

efforts 

 

Tyffani Monford Dent, PsyD 

 

Dr. Tyffani Monford Dent is a licensed psychologist 

and Clinical Director at a community-based counseling 

center. A primary area of interest for Dr. Dent is 

addressing the need to acknowledge the 

intersectionality of Black and Brown women and how 

it plays in to their views of sexual violence and 

intervention needs. 

"Resistant" or Resilient?: Meeting the Needs of Youth Survivors of Color 

 

This presentation will address the historical and ongoing failure of the sexual violence prevention/intervention 

movement to meet the needs of youth survivors of color, the social injustice that often results in the sexual abuse to 

prison pipeline for these youth, and ways to engage in culturally-competent interventions to meet the needs of 
Black and Hispanic adolescent human trafficking survivors. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Identify the historical views of sexuality, sexual violence, and mistrust of systems in the lives of people of 

color 

• Challenge societal myths about human trafficking survivors of color, specifically as it relates to the idea of 

“the perfect victim” and how it impacts our own response to survivors of color 

• Identify how our traditional advocacy, prevention, and intervention work needs to change in order to meet 

the needs of youth survivors of color, specifically related to the intersectionality of race/gender 

 

 

 

Ruth Downing, MSN, RN, CNP, SANE-A; and 

Laura Kaiser, RN, BSN, SANE-A 

 

Ruth Downing is a family nurse practitioner and a 

forensic nurse. She provides education for healthcare 
professionals on human trafficking, and encourages 

leaders in healthcare to expand awareness and 

education among health professionals. Ruth 

coordinates the healthcare response for the Central 

Ohio Rescue and Restore Coalition. 

 

Laura Kaiser is a forensic nurse and has trained many 

healthcare professionals in Ohio and nationally. Her 

work has increased the number of patients identified in 

her facility that are potentially being trafficked. She 

has been a valued resource to healthcare, greatly 

improving the community response to human 

trafficking. 

 

 

 

 

Comprehensive Care for Trafficked Persons in Healthcare: Case Studies 

The healthcare system is frequently accessed by victims of human trafficking. One study shows that 88% of 

survivors of sex trafficking accessed healthcare services while being trafficked. Healthcare professionals have a 

critical opportunity to identify potential victims while they are being trafficked and offer services and support. This 

presentation will include current research as well as case studies, identification of red flags, and suggested 
healthcare interventions. A focus on victim-centered care is emphasized. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Review current research around victims of human trafficking in healthcare settings 

• Identify human trafficking red flags 

• Examine suggested healthcare interventions 

 

D. F. Duncan, PhD; and Robin Colbert  

 

Dr. D. F. Duncan is a research professor at the 

University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill School of 

Project NO REST: North Carolina Organizing and Responding to the Exploitation and Sexual Trafficking 

of Children 

 



Social Work. He is the Principal Investigator for 

Project NO REST, a five-year initiative funded by the 

Children’s Bureau to address the trafficking of youth 

age 25 and younger in North Carolina. 

 

Robin Colbert is the Associate Director of the North 

Carolina Coalition Against Sexual Assault, where she 

manages programmatic internal operations, develops 

systems, and realigns agency functions to improve 

overall agency technical assistance, training, and 

member service response. Robin serves on the North 

Carolina Coalition Against Human Trafficking’s 
Training and Education Committee. Robin is a member 

of the Project Team of UNC-Chapel Hill School of 

Social Work Project NO REST. 

 

This session will present an overview of Project NO REST, a five-year effort funded by VOCA the Children’s 

Bureau, and its approach to strengthening and supporting North Carolina’s infrastructure for addressing the 

trafficking of vulnerable youth in the state, especially those with a child welfare connection. The session will cover 

the project’s development of a comprehensive plan to address both sex and labor trafficking. The session will 

discuss the creation of the plan by approximately 100 stakeholders from state and county agencies, non-profits, the 

faith community, and advocates. It will review the plan’s recommendations for prevention, youth engagement and 

outreach, screening and intake for victims of trafficking, services and practices for trafficking survivors, funding, 

and data gathering. The session also will describe the recruitment of five communities across the state to build and 

develop collaborative networks to implement the comprehensive plan. The session will describe the initial 

activities of each site and plans for the future. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Overview of Project NO REST  

• Review of the projects comprehensive plan to address sex and labor trafficking 

• Discussion of recommendations for prevention, youth engagement and outreach, screening and intake, 

services and practices, funding, and data collection for victims and survivors  

 

Carrie Ellinger; and Andrew Jackson 

 

Carrie Ellinger is a Community Safety Liaison with the 

City of Edmonton’s Neighbourhood Empowerment 

Team (NET). She’s been working with NET for over 

ten years while supporting the community and citizens 

around safety, harm reduction, and crime prevention 

strategies. Carrie has a background in Police Studies 

and Criminology, and is currently a Social Work 

student at the University of Manitoba. 

 

Andrew Jackson is a Municipal Enforcement Officer, 
and has over eight years of occupational, health and 

safety, and enforcement experience. His focus and 

dedication warrants, and aligns, with Edmonton’s 

vision to reduce harm and provide exit avenues for 

those who operate within Edmonton’s sex industry. 

 

Body Rub Centre Task Force/Exposure 

 

In 2014 The City of Edmonton was exploring changes to their municipal regulatory framework impacting Body 

Rub Centers as well as escorts through the Body Rub Centre Task Force. This group consisted of law enforcement, 

social service providers, government officials, sex workers, and body rub center owners. At this same time, the 

federal laws changed in Canada to decriminalize the selling of one’s own sexual services and re-focus enforcement 

on protecting victims of trafficking and exploitation and vulnerable communities, and hold buyers and traffickers 

to a higher account. This session will explore how these criminal changes have impacted the work within the 

bylaws. The presenters with discuss the addition of another bylaw officer and a social worker to the City’s team 

and some of the work that this team is involved in. Finally, they will discuss the development of software, coined 

“Exposure”, which they are currently using to automate their online enforcement and outreach efforts. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Provide a basic overview of the recent changes to Canadian criminal law 

• Describe the City of Edmonton Body Rub Centre Task Force and the recommendations to City Council 

• Explain Edmonton’s bylaws and efforts to make the licensed adult services industry safer for workers 

• Describe the current use, and potential future uses, of our locally developed online adult listing software 

 Mary Ellis 

 

Mary Ellis is the current Human Trafficking 

Intelligence Analyst at the Utah Statewide Information 

and Analysis Center. Before she came to the Utah 

SIAC, she spent two years as a victim's advocate. 

Mobile Applications: A Human Trafficker’s Greatest Advantage 

 

The evolution of technology is opening doors for human sex trafficking using an online commercial advertising 

environment. The internet has enabled traffickers to advertise the services of their victims via web and cell phone 

dating, classifieds, and commercial sex platforms. This presentation is designed to aid public safety partners in 

identifying the current most popular sex trafficking web sites and cell phone applications, terminology used by 

victims and pimps, tattoos that may be identified in sex advertisement photos, the use of the Spotlight Program, 

how to safely navigate sex trafficking platforms, and what to do if you identify a possible trafficking situation. 

Topics that will be covered in this presentation include Backpage adult services section closure and its effects on 

the industry, a review of the top trafficking sites (Backpage, Craigslist, Locanto, Erotic Mug Shots etc), an 

overview of tattoos/branding and terminology, what to do when a suspected sex trafficking advertisement or 



internet application is found, and open source websites that can provide information and programs that can assist in 

investigations.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Provide a brief overview of human trafficking 

• Discuss online and cell phone application commercial sex advertisement 

• Present examples of advertisements 

• Review the indicators of a possible trafficking victim ad 

• Discuss the terminology and symbols associated with these sites 

 

Hannah Estabrook, MA, LPCC-S; and Mandi 

Pierson, MSW, LISW-S 

 

Hannah Estabrook has worked as a counselor in a 

variety of settings including community mental health 

and private practice. She is the co-author of Beyond 

Desolate: Hope vs. Hate in the Rubble of Sexual 

Abuse. She currently works at the Franklin County 

Municipal Court as Coordinator of CATCH Court, a 

specialized docket for victims of prostitution and 

human trafficking.  

 

Mandi Pierson has more than ten years' experience 
working with women recovering from addiction and 

trauma. From intern to Director of Clinical Services, 

Mandi spent time working at Amethyst Inc. in 

Columbus. Currently, Mandi works at Mount Carmel 

Crime and Trauma Assistance Program, providing 

trauma specific treatment at no cost. 

 

Sex Trafficking Victims: Best Practices for the Courtroom and for the Clinical Setting 

 

The mental health concerns among sex trafficking victims include emotional, behavioral, social, and spiritual 

ramifications (Clawson, Dutch, Solomon, & Grace, 2009; Hodge, 2014; Zimmerman, Hossain, & Watts, 

2011). The Changing Actions to Change Habits (CATCH) specialty court provides human trafficking 

survivors charged with a crime, the opportunity of comprehensive assessment and treatment services. 

With no evidenced-based treatment interventions for survivors of human trafficking, it is important that 

people glean best possible practices from what is already available. Trauma-competent interventions and 

experiences will be discussed. 
Presentation Objectives: 

• Overview of CATCH Court 

• Review of best practices that are currently available 

• Discussion of trauma-competent interventions  

 

Amy Epstein Gluck, JD 

 

Amy Epstein Gluck is a partner at FisherBroyles, LLP 

practicing employment law and civil and commercial 

litigation (business law). She counsels large and small 

companies about employment and anti-discrimination 

laws, human resource policies, employment 

agreements, and compliance issues. Amy co-authors 

her firm’s “Employment Discrimination” blog and 

often advises the media. 

Mental Illness in the Workplace 

 

This presentation seeks to destigmatize mental illnesses for employers and employees. Most mental illnesses are 

impairments that affect an employee in at least one major activity that (s)he must do daily. Therefore, 

discrimination or harassment based on a mental illness likely violates the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). 

Employees will learn about their legal rights if they have a mental illness including anxiety, depression, bipolar, 

ADHD, autism/Asperger’s, schizophrenia, OCD, and others. The presenter will discuss using hypotheticals, why 

employees should document discussions and request reasonable accommodations before they have performance or 

conduct problems. In addition, the presenter will review what to do if they were discriminated against or harassed 

based on their mental illness. Employers with more than 15 employees are required under the ADA to provide 

reasonable accommodations to employees with disabilities, unless doing so would impose an undue burden.  If an 

employee tells a supervisor that (s)he has a mental illness, the employer has an ongoing duty to engage in a 

discussion with the employee about the illness; how (and if) it limits the employee’s performance; reasonable 

accommodations to aid the employee to perform the essential functions of the job; and medical documentation 

needed, if any. Employers must have a “no tolerance” policy for employees or third parties (e.g., vendors, 

customers) who discriminate or harass other employees because of their mental illnesses. The presenter will 



discuss how to have these conversations, and learn tips for employers, like having clear policies, training 

supervisors and HR, and documenting discussions with employees to mitigate risk. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Destigmatize mental illness for employers and employees 

• Review how affected employees will learn about their legal rights  

• Explain the importance of documentation of accommodation requests 

• Discuss how to legally handle discrimination/harassment  

 

Addiction in the Workplace 

 

By discussing various scenarios that may arise in the workplace, what employers can (and cannot) legally do, and 

some best practice ideas for employers (including a clear drug and alcohol policy that is followed and enforced), 

this presentation will educate employees about their rights in the workplace if they are struggling with an alcohol 

or drug (including prescription) addiction, and educate employers as to their legal obligations in dealing with 

employees with addiction issues. The Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) requires employers with more than 

15 employees to provide reasonable accommodations to employees that have disabilities, unless doing so would 

impose an undue burden on the employer. Using hypotheticals, the presenter will break down what constitutes a 

disability; when an addiction may rise to the level of a disability; what is a “reasonable accommodation;” some 

examples of accommodations to discuss (and the ongoing duty to have that discussion); and the nature of an 

“undue burden.” Small employers likely have similar obligations under state laws. Employers will learn how they 

can work with employees who suffer from addiction but are trying to become clean and sober.  Employees will 

learn that they may be entitled to various accommodations under the law (ADA and Family Medical Leave Act), 

and how to request these accommodations before their addiction becomes a performance or conduct problem that 

results in their demotion or termination. Further, both employers and employees will learn about the importance of 

documentation in dealing with an addiction issue at work. 
Presentation Objectives:  

• Identify when an addiction rises to the level of disability 

• Educate employers’ legal obligations in dealing with employees’ addiction issues 

• Discuss the nature of “undue burden” 

 

Thomas Goodwin, JD; and Keri Black, MA 

 

Thomas Goodwin has been a sole practitioner in 

Northwest Ohio since 2001 with a practice focused 

primarily on family law, domestic violence, and 

protection order cases. He previously worked for the 

Toledo Legal Aid Society for ten years. Thomas 

received his law degree from Cleveland-Marshall 

College of Law. 

 

Keri Black is the Program Manager for the YWCA 
Rape Crisis Center in Toledo. Keri has over eight years 

of academic and professional experience in the field of 

victim advocacy and activism. Keri has a Master of 

Liberal Studies in Women and Gender Studies from the 

University of Toledo. 

A Victim’s Legal Team: The Collaboration Between Civil Attorneys and Victim Advocates and Why it is 

Important 

 

When it comes to the criminal and civil justice process, victims of crime do not often know how to navigate the 

system. Because appointed counsel is usually only provided for defendants, victims are also left without any legal 

guidance or information about their rights as a victim of crime. Victim advocates from rape crisis and domestic 

violence resource centers are often left to “bridge the gap” of legal services for victims. However, because victim 

advocates are not licensed attorneys, there is very little they can do to provide guidance and advice to victims under 

the law. Fortunately, there are licensed private attorneys in some communities that are willing to partner with 

sexual and domestic violence advocates to provide more comprehensive legal services to victims of crime. This 

presentation aims to provide an example of how a partnership between legal advocates and attorneys can help to 
bridge this gap in victim services.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Provide information on how professional partnerships between legal advocates and attorneys can be a 

possible solution to the lack of legal resources available to crime victims 



• Encourage advocates and attorneys in the audience to develop partnerships within their communities that 

can benefit the clients they serve 

• Start a dialogue about civil legal remedies within the criminal justice process 

• Stress the importance of an advocate’s role in the Civil Protection Order process 

• Share examples of cases in which a partnership between an advocate and attorney was successful 

 

Pamela Griffin-Rambo, MEd 

 

Pamela Griffin-Rambo is the Executive Director of 

Believe In Me Kiamichi Youth Services Sex 

Trafficking Residential Program. She has been active 

in the area of advocating and service delivery for 

victims of sex trafficking for the past five years. Her 

current research involves the study of Sex Trafficking 

victims. 

 

Trauma-Informed Placements/Minor Victims of Sex Trafficking 

 

This session provides examples of trauma-informed placements in the area of residential care, service delivery, 

substances, and family interaction for victims/survivors of sex trafficking. There will be direct discussion on 

promising trauma-informed practices and programs, giving providers who serve vulnerable populations the 

opportunity to learn from existing models. Challenges in the existing environment and local context will also be 

discussed to identify coordinated solutions. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Review examples of trauma-informed placements 

• Discuss proposed informed practices and programs 

• Provide education about existing models 

 

Maureen Guirguis (Kenny), JD; and Renee Jones 

 

Maureen Guirguis is the Co-Director and founder of 

the Human Trafficking Law Clinic, CWRU School of 

Law. She is the President of the Board of the Renee 

Jones Empowerment Center, and serves on the 

Legislative Subcommittee for Ohio’s Human 

Trafficking Commission, the Education Committee for 

the Collaborative to End Human Trafficking, and the 

Education Committee for S.O.A.P. 

 

Renee Jones is the President, CEO, and founder of the 

Renee Jones Empowerment Center (RJEC). RJEC is 

committed to providing life coaching, direct services 

and aftercare services through the Project Red Cord 

program for victims of human trafficking. She is a 

graduate of a Treu-Mart Fellowship at the Mandel 

Center for Non-Profits Organizations at Case Western 

Reserve University. 
 

Collaborating to Better Serve Sex-Trafficking Survivors and Educate the Public 

 

The Human Trafficking Law Clinic provides legal services to juvenile and adult sex-trafficking survivors. This 

involves assisting with criminal, divorce, housing, employment, and other issues. The Renee Jones Empowerment 

Center (RJEC) provides support groups, individual counseling, art therapy, trauma-informed yoga, and more to 

sex-trafficking survivors. The Law Clinic and the RJEC formed a partnership to better serve their clients that was 

premised on their Directors' shared belief: survivors thrive when they have access to continued care, support, and 

resources. Providing survivors with services for a few months, as some models do, has not proven effective. Both 

the Law Clinic and the RJEC form long-term and sustained relationships with their clients that last for an 

indeterminate period of time.  

The Law Clinic and the RJEC have partnered in many projects to help survivors and to educate the public on issues 

related to human trafficking. The Law Clinic developed a Survivor-Educator Certification program, which trained 

survivors in a trauma-informed setting on how to share their story with others and Renee Jones served as a 

facilitator in these classes. Ms. Jones and Professor Guirguis created a prison outreach program at Marysville 

prison and at the Cuyahoga County Juvenile Detention Center. RJEC and the Law Clinic have also partnered on 

many other outreach and educational programs. Overall, the partnership of the Law Clinic and the Renee Jones 

Empowerment Center has allowed both entities to better serve the needs of sex-trafficking survivors and better 

educate the community about the realities of this horrible crime. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Educate the audience about legal and support services for juvenile and adult sex trafficking survivors 

• Discuss services assisting with criminal, divorce, housing, employment and other issues  

 

Hillary Gyuras, BA; and Erin Peterson, MA 

 

Hillary Gyuras is a graduate of the University of 

Toledo and the Community Education Manager for 

Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio. She provides 

comprehensive sexuality education to youth and adults 

Human Trafficking 101 

 

This basic overview of human trafficking is most appropriate for those new to the field. Presenters will focus on 

both domestic and foreign trafficking as well as labor and sex trafficking. Topics will include the definition of 

human trafficking, how traffickers recruit, indicators for victim identification, and where and how to report 

suspected trafficking. 



in Lucas County and coordinates a Peer Education 

program. Hillary serves as the Co-Chair for the Lucas 

County Human Trafficking Coalition Education 

Committee. 

 

Erin Peterson is one of the Lucas County Human 

Trafficking Coalition Education Co-Chairs.  She does 

independent consulting with nonprofit organizations, 

health systems, universities, and companies. Erin has a 

bachelor’s degree in communications from 

Northwestern University and a master’s degree in 

education from Harvard University. 
 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Define human trafficking 

• Explain the basics around how traffickers recruit 

• Identify indicators for victim identification  

• Learn where and how to report suspected trafficking  

 

Lori Handrahan, PhD 

 

Dr. Lori Handrahan is an expert in gender-based 

violence, child pornography, and international 

development. She has worked for the United Nations, 

on and off, for 20 years. Her doctoral degree is from 

The London School of Economics. 

People Arrested for Trading in Child Rape 

 

The rape of children in America is shared every day in videos, photos and live-steams. Evidence of this crime is 

often displayed on the internet and in high volume. These types of crimes against children continue, in part, 

because of our collective denial and inaction. This presentation will provide an overview of over 1,000 child 

pornography arrests that will appear in Lori’s upcoming book, "Epidemic: America’s Trade in Child 

Rape." Findings from analyzed data include a common predator profile and themes of common responses from the 

institutions in which these predators worked. The presenter will provide information on the steps institutions and 

organizations need to take to ensure sexual predators are held accountable, and to decrease the likelihood that 

predators are hired. Discussion about preventing this type of child abuse will also take place.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Provide an overview of child pornography arrests 

• Review common predator profiles  

• Discuss steps necessary to ensure predators are held accountable  

• Explore ways to decrease the likelihood predators are hired 

• Discuss ways to prevent child abuse  

 

Crysta Heart; Tamara Simpson; Jay Theden; 

Juniper Fleming; and Zee St. James 

 

Crysta Heart was involved with Sex Work for 20 years. 

Crysta has been an active human and animal rights 

advocate and activist since 1987. She became proactive 

in the sex worker rights movement and started SWOP-

MI in 2006 and is currently the Director. Crysta 

focuses on a harm reduction and social justice 

approach to serve and educate the community. 

 
Tamara Simpson is a network engineer and an active 

human rights and social justice advocate. Tamara was 

involved with sex work for 20 years. Additionally, 

Tamara is a member of the Global Adult Industry 

Association.  

Addressing Slut Shaming Within the System 

 

People use shame to stigmatize and classify social behavior. The presenters are interested in addressing why “slut 

shaming” is still acceptable within our system. People hear and experience slut shaming from law enforcement 

used as a tool to dehumanize others; from the rescue industry and health care professionals who should be part of 

our support system; from a legal system which divides people by class and demographic; and, most surprising, 

from peers in sex work as part of the whore-archy. In sharing the presenters’ experiences, they hope to identify 

opportunities for conversations about the harm that slut shaming does within our systems. The presenters feel that 

awareness of language used is a step towards educating others to be conscious of offensive slut shaming 

terminology and behavior. Everyone can work to reduce shaming as a tool, and increase constructive interactions 

in our systems. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Define “slut shaming” 

• Identify user groups of slut shaming 

• Review steps for educating others of the effects using derogatory language has on individuals 

• Increase constructive interactions  



 

Jay Theden is southern born and rebirthed in Detroit. 

As a transitioning 12-year-old with no family support, 

he turned to the streets (gangs, drugs, and survival sex 

work). He is now sharing his experience to help others 

learn and grow. 

 

Juniper Fleming is an artist currently attaining an MFA 

at Cranbrook Academy of Art. Juniper was awarded a 

DAAD Fellowship in 2013, and her work has been 

shown at MIX NYC Queer Film Festival, Sex Worker 

Film & Art Festival, XPOSED, Popporn Brazil, and 
Berlin’s Porn Film Festival. Juniper is a member of 

SWOP MI, and a prior member of SWOP NYC.  

Zee St. James is a Detroit resident and a sex worker 

rights activist. Zee serves as the secretary of the 

Michigan chapter of SWOP. Zee is passionate about 

anti-oppressive facilitation, healing justice, and 

decentralized organizing. Zee is completing a Bachelor 

of Arts in Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

 

 

Crysta Heart; Faith Lynn; and Juniper Fleming  

 

Crysta Heart was involved with Sex Work for 20 years. 

Crysta has been an active human and animal rights 

advocate and activist since 1987. She became proactive 

in the sex worker rights movement and started SWOP-

MI in 2006 and is currently the Director. Crysta 

focuses on a harm reduction and social justice 

approach to serve and educate the community. 

 

Faith Lynn is an American Sign Language Interpreter. 
Faith is an active human rights and social justice 

advocate and a member of SWOP MI.  

 

Juniper Fleming is an artist currently attaining an MFA 

at Cranbrook Academy of Art. Juniper was awarded a 

DAAD Fellowship in 2013, and her work has been 

shown at MIX NYC Queer Film Festival, Sex Worker 

Film & Art Festival, XPOSED, Popporn Brazil, and 

Berlin’s Porn Film Festival. Juniper is a member of 

SWOP MI, and a prior member of SWOP NYC. 

“The Scarlet Road” by Rachel Wotton  

 

SWOP Michigan would like to present an Indy Sex Worker Film Fest day to showcase a very diverse look at their 

experiences via a variety of documentaries. Additionally, each of these films has a female director and focuses on 

sex worker perspective. Their idea is to show each film with time allowed for Q&A following. The Scarlet Road 

follows the extraordinary work of Australian sex worker, Rachel Wotton, who is impassioned about freedom of 

sexual expression and the rights of sex workers. She specializes in a long over-looked clientele: people with 

disability, who are deserving of equal sexual rights and expression. People with a disability have an intrinsic right 

to sexual expression. This right enables people to develop relationships, have sex, explore and express their 

sexuality, and achieve intimacy without personal or systemic barriers.  

Director: Catherine Scott; Release Date: 11 October 2012 (USA); Runtime: 1 hr 46 min (106 min)  

Presentation Objective:  

• Review sex worker experiences via a documentary 
 

“Predatory Prostitute” by Juniper Fleming 

 

Predatory Prostitute is rooted in the compelling relationships sex workers have, both directly and indirectly, to the 

legacy of Aileen Wuornos. Demonized as an inverted prostitute serial killer or pitied as a child/animal, her portrait 

hangs heavy. The term ‘predatory prostitute’ was coined by John Tanner, the Florida state attorney who prosecuted 

Aileen Wuornos in 1992. The is the story of a lesbian prostitute sentenced to death six times for seven murders, 

though she claimed self-defense. The media, the court, and the public condemned Wuornos with vigor. Fleming 

uses footage to invert the common narratives around Aileen, creating an alternative framework by which we can 

view her actions and ourselves. Running Time: 25 minutes 

Presentation Objective:  

• Review sex worker experiences via a documentary 



 

Lynne Hix-DiSanto; and Sally Richardson 

 

Lynne Hix-DiSanto is a South Dakota State 

Representative. Her interests include women's issues, 

domestic violence, sexual assault and human 

trafficking. She and Sally Richardson collaborated to 

work on several pieces of key legislation. They formed 

the non-profit organization, Fighting Against 

Trafficking.org, to bring a voice to a secret epidemic in 

a conservative, and highly male dominated, state 

government. 
 

Sally Richardson is a trafficking survivor; she spent 

two years held captive by her trafficker. Sally has made 

it her mission to educate others on trafficking, speaking 

publicly about her story to help influence the courts, 

and help pass legislation in South Dakota. Sally sued 

her trafficker civilly, which was heard before the South 

Dakota Supreme Court. 

 

Fighting Trafficking Through Legislation and Partnerships 

 

This presentation will provide an overview of the political framework that has surrounded human trafficking in 

South Dakota and the many ways that it is currently being changed through the passing of new legislation. The 

male-dominated government positions typically have more influence and decision-making power. Women in 

government are challenging this, and are working to bring people to the table for conversations that challenge their 

long-held beliefs. Creating alliances of women from all socioeconomic backgrounds is important in order to 

partner together to combat trafficking. Additionally, it is important to utilize the current systems in place, including 

government programs, to use a systemic approach in identifying and combating trafficking in the Midwest. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss the political framework that has surrounded human trafficking in South Dakota 

• Explain the importance of alliances by women of all socioeconomic backgrounds to partner together to 

combat trafficking. 

• Discuss the importance of utilizing the current systems in place 

Kimberly Hogan, MSW, MA; and Dominique Roe-

Sepowitz, MSW, PhD 

 

Kimberly Hogan is a research project director at the 

Arizona State University Office of Sex Trafficking 

Research. Kimberly is currently a social work PhD 

student and a former high school social justice 

instructor and founder of S.O.A.P. Cleveland. 

 

Dr. Dominique Roe-Sepowitz is an Associate Professor 

in the Arizona State University School of Social Work 

and the Director of the Office of Sex Trafficking 

Intervention Research. She is on a number of local, 

state and national expert task forces and councils, and 

is on the editorial board of three journals. 

 

Six-Year Analysis of Sex Traffickers of Minors: Exploring Characteristics and Sex Trafficking Patterns 

 

Over the last several years, law enforcement has seen a massive increase in the number of sex trafficking cases 

involving minors in the US. There has been limited research on a national picture of sex trafficking of minors. The 

ASU Office of Sex Trafficking Intervention Research examined sex trafficking cases of minors throughout the 

United States from 2010 to 2015. The research identified 1,416 persons arrested for sex trafficking of a minor in 46 

states. Details about the cases will be explored and characteristics and sex trafficking patterns of traffickers will be 

presented through an interactive dashboard that explored maps and graphs of the study findings. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present the study findings 

• Identify the characteristics and patterns of minor sex traffickers 

 

Gina Hope 

 

Gina Hope is a trafficking survivor who is passionate 

about bringing awareness and prevention as well as 

helping survivors navigate the healing process. In 

2014, she founded Living Legacy of Hope. She trained 

with the Attorney General's office to be able to bring 

awareness into public schools.   

Survivor Story 

 

Gina Hope will share her personal story of being sold by her mother and held for over four years by a gang until 

escaping only to be trafficked by those she thought were her rescuers. Her road to healing has created a desire in 

her to help others. Everyone has trials in life, but all can overcome. Gina has begun research and will speak about 

what may make children vulnerable to traffickers and how abusers are able to use PAS to get away with, and in 

some cases, continue abuse. The presenter will also discuss prevention for middle school children, which is a 

targeted age range for American traffickers. For example, prevention could cover how middle school children have 



to catch the bus in the dark, blocks away from their homes, but next to a place where traffickers have previously 

approached children. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Share her personal story of trafficking 

• Describe areas of prevention for middle school children 

 

Charles Hounmenou, PhD 

 

Dr. Charles Hounmenou is an Assistant Professor in 

the Jane Addams College of Social Work, UIC. 

Recently, he was the principal investigator for an 

international comparative study on child prostitution in 

West Africa. Dr. Hounmenou’s current research project 

is a needs assessment of child victims of commercial 

sexual exploitation in Chicago, Illinois. 

Service Provision to Child Victims of Commercial Sexual Exploitation in West Africa 
 

While there is substantial research on the characteristics of the commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) 

in sub-Saharan Africa, there is almost no knowledge on support services provided to child victims. A mixed 

research method was used to explore the services available to CSEC victims in the West African region. 

Convenience sampling was used to select 709 children in prostitution and 64 leaders of structures dealing with 

CSEC in the region. A survey questionnaire was used to collect data from the children and semi-structured 

interview guides were used to collect data from organization leaders. The findings show that the needs of CSEC 

victims in West Africa diverged from those identified in the mainstream literature, which partly explains why few 

victims could access services. Service needs of CSEC victims in the region are different from care models in the 

literature, especially regarding trauma-focused care. Issues of service provision were linked to various difficulties 

encountered by the structures, including lack of understanding of needs of CSEC victims; lack of resources for 

support services; lack of outreach interventions, and socio-cultural factors. Implications for practice, policy and 

research will be discussed. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Review policy responses to CSEC in West Africa 

• Analyze stakeholders’ input in the policy response and service provision to CSEC victims/survivors in the 

region through the framework of aftercare services regarding human trafficking cases 

• Highlight the distinctiveness of service needs of CSEC victims 

• Highlight the challenges for service access and provision in West Africa, in contrast with the mainstream 

literature on the issue 

 

Tanisha L. Knighton, PhD 

 

Dr. Tanisha L. Knighton holds a PhD in Clinical 

Psychology. Dr. Knighton is an independent consultant 

and national trainer with over 19 years of combined 

experience as a Social Worker with the Cuyahoga 

County Department of Children and Family Service 

and the Missing Persons Unit for the Cuyahoga County 

Sheriff's Department. 

There Isn’t an “I” in MDT: Seamless Collaboration for Any Size Team 

 

Multidisciplinary teams (MDTs) exist in a variety of different settings. The question is how well developed is the 

team and how effective does the team function? Some teams suffer from barriers such as professional mistrust, 

issues with confidentiality, lack of support from administration, and overall lack of knowledge of what team 

members may bring to the table. In this interactive workshop, participants will examine the strengths and barriers 

of MDTs, how improved communication and collaboration foster a healthy environment for team collaboration, 

and help team members navigate tough discussion that have the ability to impact the client population served. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain the members and roles of an MDT and how a lack of communication and/or collaboration can 

affect clients  

• Explore the strengths and weakness of the MDT model  

• Explain the process of forming an MDT 

• Describe ways communication and collaboration can assist in the development of effective teams for the 

safety of the client 

 

 

Put Your Oxygen Mask on First: Practicing Self-Care When Faced With Compassion Fatigue 



 

For those working in the helping professions, compassion fatigue is as common as turbulence during a windy 

flight. In order to address this turbulence, one must develop self-care strategies and warning systems to let them 

know they are moving into the caution zone, and the oxygen masks will soon deploy. Prevention and self-care can 

best happen when professionals are able to distinguish between and identify personal and professional 

vulnerabilities. This interactive workshop will help professionals renew their passion and commitment to the field 

and their work. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain the difference between vicarious trauma, compassion fatigue, Secondary Traumatic Stress 
Disorder, and burnout 

• Discuss the shifts that occur on a personal level of functioning and ways to prevent negative effects by 

identifying opportunities for self-care 

• Explain how to identify personal and professional factors that place one at greater risk of compassion 

fatigue 

• Discuss the impact compassion fatigue has on job performance, personal coping skills, and job/life 

satisfaction. 

 

Sarah Ladd, JD Esq.; and Amanda Colegrove 

 

Sarah Ladd is the Human Trafficking Child Protection 

Program Coordinator with the Minnesota Department 

of Human Services. Sarah is also an adjunct professor 

at the University of Toledo, and a former member of 

the Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition. She 

conducts research, writes, and consults on trauma 

informed trafficking response.  

 

Amanda Colegrove is the Safe Harbor Expansion 

Coordinator for the Minnesota Department of Health. 

She manages the integration of, identification of, and 

services to labor trafficked youth in Minnesota’s 

response to human trafficking. Previously, she was the 

organizer for the Coalition Against Trafficking & 

Exploitation (CATE) in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Safe Harbor Expansion: Minnesota’s Leap Into a More Comprehensive Approach to Child 

Victim/Survivors of Human Trafficking  

 

The State of Minnesota joins with other communities in asking: “How can systems be changed to better protect 

child trafficking victims, prosecute traffickers, and prevent trafficking?” The session will begin by explaining the 

history of Minnesota’s safe harbor model in the context of other state and federal responses to the trafficking of 

children. Then, the discussion will utilize interactive methods to discuss complex issues: interagency systems 

change, access to services, policy and service changes necessary to integrate labor trafficking into existing safe 
harbor models, development of survivor advisory boards, creation of multi-disciplinary teams and agency 

protocols, and the specific role of the child welfare system in the safe harbor response under the Minnesota No 

Wrong Door model. Participants with diverse backgrounds, including multi-disciplinary systems professionals, 

survivors of sex and labor trafficking, and researchers, will also benefit from the open-ended style of this 

workshop. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain the Minnesota safe harbor response model, including ongoing efforts funded by a federal OVC 

grant to expand safe harbor to all trafficking victims under age 24 

• Discuss the role of the child welfare system under recent federal laws and state amendments requiring 

identification and response to trafficking 

• Discuss Minnesota’s public health approach and the regional navigators model for improving access to 

services for victims of both sex and labor trafficking 

• Engage participants in a multi-disciplinary discussion on systems change designed to better protect 
victims, prosecute perpetrators, and prevent all forms of human trafficking 

 

Debbie Lassiter, DDiv 

 

Dr. Debbie Lassiter is the Executive Director and Co-

Founder of The Convergence Resource Center with 

over 35 years of experience in trauma recovery. She 

has been honored by the Department of Justice and the 

Equipping Survivors to Manage Trauma 

 

Human trafficking survivors are constantly reminded of their lived experience. They struggle with PTSD, 

Stockholm Syndrome, DID, nightmares, flashbacks, and memory loss. During their own trauma recovery, they 

fight against themselves to appear ‘normal’ and to survive in this alternate universe. Often the only help for them is 

to prescribe medication, psychotherapy, support groups, counseling, etc. All of these, and many other supportive 



Department of Corrections. Debbie is one of the 50 

heroes of Fortune 500, and is a Certified Heartmath 

Coach. 

services and resources, are needed; however, we are missing one of their most valuable resources: their bodies. 

Service providers can teach them to manage their stress and trauma episodes by regulating their own bodies 

response to these incidents. 

Building personal resilience combines personal coaching or mentoring with scientifically validated tools to help 

individuals self-regulate responses to stress and build resilience. Often when a survivor has a nightmare, they wake 

up in a room or home with others that have no idea of how to help them. Developing and building personal 

resilience will result in mental clarity and focus, improved relationships, and an overall sense of well-being. During 

the presentation, a technique will be shared that will have immediate results. The effects of this presentation are not 

limited to survivors, but can be applied to anyone including individuals providing services for survivors. 

Introducing this valuable resource will help survivors continue to regain their sense of self and position them to 

help others safely. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss the trauma victims of human trafficking can experience and the importance of trauma recovery 

• Share techniques to help survivors cope with trauma 

 

Madeline Lohman, MALD; and Beatriz Menanteau 

 

Madeline Lohman is a Senior Researcher with The 

Advocates for Human Rights. She conducts research, 

education, and legislative advocacy on immigrant 

rights and human trafficking in Minnesota. She 

published a report on labor trafficking and exploitation 

in 2016 and continues combating human trafficking 

through training, protocol development, and further 

research.  

 

Beatriz Menanteau recently joined the Minnesota 

Department of Health as a Supervisor to their Sexual 

Violence Prevention Program and their anti-human 

trafficking Safe Harbor Program. She oversees efforts 

to change systems that perpetuate sexual violence and 

exploitation, and ensure appropriate system-wide 

responses to victims of human trafficking.  

New Perspectives on Prosecuting Labor Trafficking in Minnesota 

 

With respect to human trafficking, Minnesota has spent a decade building and refining its response to sex 

trafficking, but its response to labor trafficking is less developed. This presentation will examine the challenges and 

new opportunities for prosecuting labor trafficking and effectively protecting victims in Minnesota. The workshop 

will present findings from The Advocates’ recent report, Asking the Rights Questions: A Human Rights Approach 

to Ending Trafficking and Exploitation in the Workplace, which illuminates the current state of labor trafficking 

prosecutions in Minnesota and its impact on victims. The presenters will also draw on several recent cases from the 

Washington County Human Trafficking Unit to provide examples of advances in prosecuting labor trafficking 

under Minnesota law and analyze ways to further improve victim protection. Finally, the presentation will look at a 

new initiative by the Minnesota Department of Health to improve outcomes for child victims of sex and labor 

trafficking and how it will impact the investigation and prosecution of labor trafficking. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain where Minnesota currently stands in terms of labor trafficking awareness, victim response, and 

prosecution.  

• Explore recent labor trafficking cases for possible ways to expand Minnesota’s approach to labor 

trafficking and better protect victims.  

• Discuss a new initiative to improve outcomes for child victims of sex and labor trafficking and its 

potential impact on prosecutions. 

 

Callan Loo  

 

Callan Loo created the Village Wisdom Portal to 

collect and share stories to provide hope and 

inspiration to others during major life transitions. He is 

a certified celebrant, a ceremony officiant, and a legacy 

coach. Callan is the co-founder and Executive Director 

of the Intentional Living Collective, and has founded 

several other organizations. 

The Healing and Inspiring Power of Story 

 

In this presentation, Callan will introduce participants to the power of personal story and how they can use it to 

heal themselves while providing hope and inspiration to others facing challenges similar to the ones they've 

encountered. Callan will guide them through a creative process to revisit, reframe, and tell their stories effectively 

and succinctly - either in a private journal for their own benefit or with a group for the benefit of all. Those who 

choose to share their stories with the larger community may elect to be videotaped at a subsequent storytelling 

workshop for inclusion in the Village Wisdom Portal, a free online community resource to give hope and 

inspiration during challenging times. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain how personal stories affects people 



• Provide insights and tools to most effectively reframe and tell personal stories to facilitate personal 

healing 

• Share first-hand feedback from someone that's chosen to tell and share their story publicly 

• Provide participants an opportunity to share their story publicly for their own benefit as well as the benefit 

of others 

 

Jessica Lowen, PhD Candidate  

 

Jessica Lowen is a University Michigan Anthropology 

PhD Candidate and Principal Investigator of MHTRS. 

With over three years of ethnographic fieldwork, 

Lowen attended rallies, trainings, and task force 

meetings, interviewed volunteers, law enforcement, 

and social service providers, and shadowed faith-based 

outreach at sites where sex is sold. 

Services Gaps and Redundancies: Findings from the Michigan Human Trafficking Resource Survey 

(MHTRS) 

 

In this session, initial findings from the Michigan Human Trafficking Resource Survey (MHTRS) will be 

presented. A comprehensive statewide survey of public service agencies and advocates was conducted from May to 

August 2017 in order to assess the state of anti-trafficking resources in Michigan. Human trafficking is a pernicious 

problem whose harms are exacerbated by inadequate data, a lack of interagency collaboration, and persistent 

misconceptions about factors that make individuals vulnerable to exploitation. Despite increasing public awareness 

and a rise in the number of anti-trafficking humanitarian organizations, survivors and advocates report significant 

barriers to accessing help they need. Based on data from the MHTRS, this session explores this problem by 

examining gaps and redundancies in anti-human trafficking resources in Michigan: what services are being offered, 

by which types of organizations, and for which groups of individuals. The MHTRS research sample consisted of 

317 organizations identified through referral lists provided by members of the Joint Anti-Human Trafficking Task 

Force (JATT), ethnographic research, and a purposeful sampling of organizations identified as geographically and 

culturally representative of service providers in the state: government agencies, health and human service 

providers, advocacy groups, and allied agencies in education and the faith-based community from throughout 

Michigan and Indian Tribal Nations. As of July 2017, 195 organizations completed the survey for a response rate 

of 62%. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present findings from the Michigan Human Trafficking Resource Survey (MHTRS) 

• Explore the barriers, redundancies, and gaps in anti-human trafficking services 

• Identify culturally appropriate interventions, trauma-informed approaches, trafficking terminology, and 

best practices involving survivor-leaders in the design and delivery of care. 

 

David Manville, LMSW, ACSW, MSW 

 

David Manville teaches the only Human Trafficking 

class in Michigan and has mentored students at the 

Undergraduate Symposium on human trafficking 

issues. He is the faculty advisor for a human trafficking 

student organization: UNMASKED. David is a 

member of the Washtenaw County Anti-Trafficking 

Task Force and presented on human trafficking in 

Jamaica. 

 

Human Trafficking: Global Impact of Everyday Choices 

 

People’s everyday choices they make have implications that reverberate around the globe. As social workers, we 

care profoundly about people around the globe. Dire consequences are felt through modern day slavery, and most 

are unaware of how daily choices impact people and the environment leading to slavery, Mother Earth's 

destruction, refugee migration, and conflict among the most vulnerable people. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss how everyday choices can impact people around the globe 

• Explain how these choices may lead to an increase in human trafficking and environmental, political, and 

social issues 

 

Lauren Martin, PhD; and Christina Melander, 

MSW 

 

Dr. Lauren Martin is the Director of Research at the 

University of Minnesota Urban Research Outreach 

Mapping the Demand: Sex Buyers in Minnesota 

 

This presentation shares research findings about who sex buyers are, where they live and purchase sex in 

Minnesota, how they enter the marketplace, and what they seek in the marketplace. The goal is to help close a 

significant gap in research, practice, and policy related to sex buyers and the demand for commercial sex. 



Engagement Center (UROC), and affiliated faculty at 

the Humphrey School of Public Affairs. Lauren has 

numerous scholarly and community publications. She 

uses community-based action research to co-create 

empirical knowledge in service of justice and equity. 

 

Christina Melander is a Research Fellow at the 

University of Minnesota’s Urban Research Outreach-

Engagement Center (UROC). Her research focuses on 

sex trafficking, gender equality, and structural 

inequalities using community-based and participatory 

approaches. Christina believes that through rigorous 
methodology, research can tackle some of society’s 

biggest social issues. 

 

Presenters explore purchasing power, control, and commodification within the market for sex; as well as 

intersectional oppression related to race, gender, and income inequality. This report presents new and important 

information about people who purchase sex in Minnesota in order to illuminate a more complete picture of the 

overall marketplace for sex; this is no easy task. Commercial sex is hidden, illegal, often dangerous, and 

stigmatized. Data includes interviews with 157 statewide stakeholders, all cases of sex trafficking and prostitution 

referred to the Minnesota Court Information System (MNCIS), media coverage from 1995-2015, a review of the 

online sex advertising environment, and consultation with numerous stakeholders. The presenters will also 

highlight ideas for prevention and intervention. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe who sex buyers are and the demand for commercial sex, and basic market forces behind the 

marketplace for commercial sex  

• Provide an evidence-based understanding of who is purchasing sex in Minnesota, where they live and 

purchase sex, how they experience the market, and what they seek to purchase  

• Discuss ideas for demand-side prevention of sex trafficking and intervention to reduce exploitation 

 

Jill McCracken, PhD 

 

Dr. Jill McCracken is an Associate Professor at the 

University of South Florida St. Petersburg where she 

teaches courses in rhetoric, writing, and women’s 

studies. Her research focuses on sex work and 

trafficking in the sex industry, the impact of sexuality 

education on marginalized communities, and women 

who are incarcerated. 

 

Is it Prostitution or Sex Trafficking?: Working With Women Behind Bars to Better Understand Both 

 

This presentation outlines collaborative work done with women who are currently incarcerated to better understand 

trafficking legislation and how to best support victims of trafficking. Through video chats, email, and post mail, 

our team defined the central research questions, determined how best to gather the data, and, most importantly, 

worked to effectively integrate the vision, perspectives, and voices of those who are marginalized and silenced by 

the prison industrial complex. Early on, the definitions and identities surrounding prostitution and trafficking in the 

sex industry became untangled, which then directly informed the research design, outcomes to be achieved, and 

difficulties encountered when incarcerated and non-incarcerated activists combine efforts to create knowledge. 

Ethical issues that occurred are explained and strategies are offered for making this scholarship available to 

legislators and the larger public. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Offer a research model that centers those most directly affected by US prostitution and trafficking laws 

• Explore the thin line that exists between individuals engaged in prostitution, victims of trafficking, and 

those convicted of trafficking as defined by current legislation.  

 

Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) Behind Bars: Making Connections and Creating Networks 

 

The number of women who are incarcerated in US prisons has increased more than 800% over the past 20 years, 

and many women in the prison system have prostitution-related experience in their past. Although the prison 

population has exploded, the programs and services for women behind bars and re-entry opportunities for those 

soon released have remained spotty at best and non-existent at worst. This vulnerable population becomes even 

more at risk for falling victim to predatory management that can force them into exploitative situations, pushing 

them further into the margins. The stigma and shame that is already present for most women who have been in jail 

or prison is exacerbated by the lack of opportunities for employment and education upon release. This presentation 

outlines the work of the Sex Workers Outreach Project (SWOP) Behind Bars and their creation of a positive 

network between incarcerated sex workers and the sex worker rights community through the publishing of a 

national monthly newsletter, donating books to prison libraries, providing substance abuse recovery and trauma-

informed material for self-facilitated programs, creating a pen pal program to further develop interpersonal 

relationships that are positive, providing scholarships for women who are incarcerated, and increasing their 

resources so they can successfully re-enter society after release from prison. Through their letters and direct 



communication, the presenter shares the voices of people behind bars who are reaching out for resources and 

community and share how, by working together and sharing stories, people impact other’s lives and, together, 

create social justice. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Define the SWOP Behind Bars Program and what they have done in the community 

• Discuss how to create a positive network between incarcerated sex workers and the sex worker rights 
community 

• Share the stories of incarcerated sex workers 

 

Willie McKether, PhD; and Jennifer Pizio, MA 

 

Dr. Willie McKether is the Vice President of Diversity 

and Inclusion, Vice Provost, and Professor of 

Anthropology at the University of Toledo. He is also a 

founder, administrator, and professor in the UT 

Multicultural Emerging Scholars Program, designed to 

help students make the academic, social and cultural 

transition from high school to college. 

 

Jennifer Pizio is the Associate Director in the Office of 

Diversity and Inclusion at the University of Toledo. 

Jennifer has a Master’s in Sociology and has taught 

Cultural Diversity courses. She has 17 years of 

experience in postsecondary education. 

 

 

Diversity and Inclusion: A Social Justice Approach to the Cultural Antecedents of Human Trafficking 

 

The problem of human trafficking does not exist in a vacuum, but rather is situated in the cultural values and norms 

of the societies in which it persists. When societies, such as that of the United States, are stratified by power, 

“isms” such as racism, sexism, and classism are prevalent. This prevalence and the resulting social capital 

differential between groups leads to a devaluing of subordinate groups of people, making human trafficking 

possible. Utilizing a social justice framework to promote diversity and inclusion work could lead to an 

understanding and reduction in human trafficking.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Understand the cultural and social antecedents of human trafficking 

• Relate macro level “isms” (racism, sexism, classism) to the micro level problem of human trafficking 

• Articulate how diversity and inclusion work, as a social justice perspective, relates to social problems like 

human trafficking 

 

Caroline McKinnon, JD; and Allison R. Myers, MA, 

NCC, LPCC 
 

Caroline McKinnon is an attorney whose work as a 

courtroom advocate for the disenfranchised, a non-

profit consultant, and a dispute resolution professional 

has led her to realize the importance of communication 

in all types of environments. Her passion lies in 

helping individuals and organizations to realize 

positive change and work more collaboratively toward 

their goals. 

 

Allison Myers has spent hundreds of hours within the 

safe house walls, with the amazing survivors of sex 

trafficking and worked with them on attaining 

mental/emotional, spiritual, and physical health and 

wellness. In addition to overseeing the residential, non-

residential, and continued care treatment programs, 

Allison cultivates and maintains community 

collaborations and partnerships. 

Clinical-Based, Survivor-Informed Treatment and Services: The Street’s Hope Model 

 

This workshop presents a comprehensive overview of the needs and characteristics of adult women seeking 

treatment and services over the course of a decade at Street’s Hope, a residential facility for women leaving the sex 

industry and escaping sex trafficking. Street’s Hope provides transitional housing and is part of a larger grassroots 

movement nationwide to provide necessary services to women in need. Street’s Hope is one of approximately two 

dozen facilities nationwide that provide these specific services, and is known as a leader in the Rocky Mountain 

region. This workshop addresses how Street’s Hope’s unique clinical-based, survivor-informed treatment and 

services model has been developed and implemented over the last several years, and how this can be a model for 

other organizations as more specialized facilities develop nationwide.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present participants with an evidence-based and survivor-informed perspective on the scope of human 

trafficking and the women Street’s Hope serves 

• Describe the needs women face when leaving the sex industry or escaping sex trafficking, and how 

Street’s Hope comprehensively addresses these needs 

• Describe what additional services need to be in place in order to assist survivors with long-term success 



 

Billie Jo McIntire, MA, LPC, LAC 

 

Billie Jo McIntire is a Licensed Professional 

Counselor, a Licensed Addiction Counselor, survivor, 

and advocate with a total of 31 years of knowledge 

about the commercial sex industry and ten years of 

experience providing clinical services to commercial 

sex industry and human trafficking survivors. Ms. 

McIntire is active in Colorado human rights and anti-

trafficking legislation and is an Adjunct Faculty at the 

Colorado School for Family Therapy. She is also a 
member of the National Survivor Network. 

 

Harm Reduction in Anti-Trafficking in Colorado 

 

This presentation includes tensions in anti-trafficking legislation in Colorado, defining harm reduction in the anti-

trafficking movement, and personal and policy strategies to help reduce harm. This presentation also includes 

statistics from the National Survivor Network on the criminalization of victims of human trafficking. 

Decriminalization as a means of harm reduction is also introduced. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Define harm reduction in the anti-trafficking movement 

• Describe personal and policy strategies to aid in reducing harm 

• Introduce decriminalization as a means of harm reduction 

Christina Melander, MSW; and Lauren Martin, 

PhD 

 

Christina Melander is a Research Fellow at the 

University of Minnesota’s Urban Research Outreach-

Engagement Center (UROC). Her research focuses on 

sex trafficking, gender equality, and structural 

inequalities using community-based and participatory 

approaches. Christina believes that through rigorous 

methodology, research can tackle some of society’s 

biggest social issues. 

 

Dr. Lauren Martin is the Director of Research at the 

University of Minnesota Urban Research Outreach 

Engagement Center (UROC), and affiliated faculty at 

the Humphrey School of Public Affairs. Lauren has 

numerous scholarly and community publications. She 

uses community-based action research to co-create 

empirical knowledge in service of justice and equity. 

 

Sexualized Racism: Inequities and Complex Trauma in Commercial Sex Markets and Implications for 

Social Work Practice 

 

Contemporary research on sex work and sex trafficking has highlighted the overrepresentation of persons of color 

(POC) involved in trading sex, addressing the interplay of poverty, institutional violence, historical trauma, and 

limited choices as undergirding the racial disparities for provider/victims. However, little research explores this 

marketplace with an intersectional analysis. This presentation explores qualitative data from interviews (N=157) 

with social service providers and criminal justice personnel who work closely with these populations in Minnesota 

(2015-2016). This research comparatively analyzes sex buyer demographics and provider/victim demographics 

alongside sex buyer preferences/treatment. Interviewees described experiences of POC provider/victims, which 

were influenced by structural racism and inequality as “push” factors, and sex buyer preferences and treatment of 

them due to their race/ethnicity. These experiences included racial fetishization, derogatory racial slurs, physical 

and sexual assaults, and less money to the dollar for sex acts compared to white provider/victims. This research 

supports a growing understanding of sex trafficking and commercial sex as racial justice and equity issues, as well 

as adds to practice-based knowledge of complex traumas that persons of color who trade sex may experience.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Gain insight about sex trafficking as an intersectional issue (race/gender/class) 

• Learn implications and strategies for macro social work practice 

• Gain takeaways for clinical social work practice 

Vernon Murray, PhD; and Sherry Dingman, PhD  

 
Dr. Vernon Murray is an Assistant Professor of 

Marketing. Dr. Murray has published and presented 

several papers about human trafficking. He is currently 

developing a "Trafficking Misery Index." 

 

Dr. Sherry Dingman is an Associate Professor of 

Psychology. Dr. Dingman volunteers for humanitarian 

aid groups, and helps after both manmade (e.g. human 

trafficking) and natural (e.g. earthquakes) disasters. 

Senate Bill H.R. 40 and US Moral Authority in Anti-Human Trafficking 

 

In its annual TIP Reports, the US Department of State evaluates nations for their anti-human trafficking efforts. 
Based on those scores, it holds traffickers and facilitating governments in disdain, from a moral high ground. 

Presumably, that ground was won by the abolition of American slavery. However, while American slavery ended 

over a century ago, in recent times the US has consistently voted down Senate Bill H.R. 40, which calls for the 

mere investigation of reparations for the descendants of African slaves. Similarly, the US has not moved on the 

UN’s 2016 request that it pay reparations for slavery based on the UN’s 2006 guidelines. Avoidance to pay the 

estimated 24 trillion-dollar African slavery reparations debt may erode global perceptions of America’s anti-

trafficking moral high ground. For instance, a potential trafficker may reason that, since the US has maintained 

global respectability and its trafficking-related profits, so can he. And, as the government of a poorer nation may 

reason the same way, each may ignore otherwise effective anti-trafficking social marketing appeals. The 



presenters’ view is that if the US wishes to encourage anti-trafficking attitudes, then it should pass Senate Bill H.R. 

40.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Describe the main components of H.R. 40 

• Describe four human trafficking reparations episodes across ethnic groups 

• Discuss the pros and cons of passing H.R. 40 

• Discuss the driving factors of “moral high ground” when making moral appeals 

 

Kristan Napier, BSN, RN, CEN, SANE-A, SANE-P 

 

Kris Napier has been a registered nurse for over 20 

years. For the last four years, Kris has been the 

coordinator for the ProMedica Regional Metro 

Forensic Program and an active SANE for the last nine 

years. Kris is also a member of the Lucas County 

Human Trafficking Coalition. 

 

What Can Your SANE Nurse do for You? 

 

This presentation includes detailed information of what the sexual assault nurse examiner is able to do for victims 

of sexual assault. There will be an explanation of the extensive training the nurse must complete to be considered 

SANE-trained, how the patient benefits from a sexual assault exam completed by a trained SANE nurse, and 

explanation of the team approach, and what is included in a forensic exam. The presentation will conclude with a 

few case studies of patients that were seen and treated by SANE-trained nurses. 

Presentation Objectives:  

• Explain SANE nurse extensive training 

• Provide information on the patient benefits from a sexual assault exam being completed by a trained 

SANE nurse 

• Discuss the team approach and what is included in a forensic exam 

 

Laurel Neufeld Weaver, MSW LISW-S; and Sarah 

Ladd, JD Esq. 

 

Laurel Neufeld Weaver is a licensed independent 

social worker and Clinical Director at Creating Hope 

Counseling in Bluffton, OH, where she provides 

therapeutic services to trauma survivors. She is a 

Community Lecturer at The Ohio State University 

School of Social Work. She has experience in creating 

sexual assault and anti-human trafficking responses in 

Ohio. 
 
Sarah Ladd is the Human Trafficking Child Protection 
Program Coordinator with the Minnesota Department 

of Human Services. Sarah is also an adjunct professor 

at the University of Toledo, and a former member of 

the Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition. She 

conducts research, writes, and consults on trauma 

informed trafficking responses.  

 

 

 

 

Moving Beyond Rescue: Creating Safety, Belonging, and Empowerment 

 

This workshop proposes a paradigm shift that redefines the implementation of trauma-informed care for human 

trafficking survivors. Presented from their multidisciplinary and strength-based perspective, the presenters will 

develop and apply Trauma-Informed Practices (TIPs) that service providers, academics, and policy makers can 

utilize in improving response to all forms of human trafficking. Collaborative accompaniment is a way of creating 

and envisioning safety and reciprocity with, for, and among survivors and those who accompany them. The 

purpose of this workshop is to demonstrate that anti-trafficking response should give human trafficking survivors 

something to move towards, not just something to "escape" from. Collaborative partners support survivors as they 

seek to develop their strengths and coping skills for moving into the future. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Develop a stronger understanding of core accompaniment concepts: safety, belonging, and empowerment 

• Consider new ways for creating safety while prioritizing empowerment and a sense of belonging 

• Brainstorm long-term approaches to incorporate in anti-trafficking policy and practice 

Adeleye Lewis Olatunji, PhD Candidate 

 

Crescendos in the Trans-Saharan European Migration and the Lessons for Counter-Trafficking Efforts  

 



Adeleye Lewis Olatunji is a researcher, trainer, and law 

enforcement officer working with Nigeria’s National 

Agency for the Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons. 

He works as an Intelligence and International 

Cooperation Analyst, where he is responsible for the 

prompt gathering, analysis, and dissemination of 

counter human trafficking information. Lewis is a 

doctoral student at the department of Political-Science 

and International Relations. He is a certified trainer and 

youth coach who specializes in helping people. Lewis 

is a highly sought-after speaker at conferences in 

Nigeria and around the world. 
 

The significance of the Sahara Desert to global security is beyond the representation of the entire region as an 

empty terrain. Through that same landscape, myriads of nuisance have evolved, from the latent stage to the point 

where the global curiosity and concerns became heightened. The Trans-Sahara Migration is not just a threat to the 

survival and balance of Africa, it is one single and biggest challenge threatening the survival of the greatest and the 

most successful supranational coalition in the world, the European Union, and by connection, every developed 

nation. Understanding the activities of the regions around the Sahara Desert and the opportunistic illicit 

transactions that exist in the area is key to finding a universal management plan to the quagmire of issues 

emanating from the region. The expedition of migrants, potential victims of human trafficking, and refugees 

aiming to cross the Mediterranean must take them through the North African region. Between the many points of 

entry and the point of the final voyage in the North Africa, migrants go through trades and activities that keep 

emerging with history and time. Although Libya remains a traditional route amongst migrants and refugees, the 

challenges through the Sahara Desert and Libya is as dangerous as the voyage of the Mediterranean. Theoretical 
analyses have been conducted on the changes in the activities of the organized syndicate groups using these routes 

over the years, the cultural mindsets of the receiving hosts, and the profiteering that accrues along this axis. Such 

analyses open up more opportunity for greater scholarship that can fill the existing gaps in security and migration 

studies. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain Trans-Saharan European migration 

• Discuss the dangers to potential victims of human trafficking and refugees who make this migration 

• Address some of the gaps in security 

 

Joseph Osuigwe Chidiebere 

 

Joseph Osuigwe Chidiebere holds a Bachelor of 

Education degree and has written a book on human 

trafficking. He is an anti-human trafficking advocate, 

author, and researcher. He has been at the forefront of 

combating human trafficking in Nigeria using 21st 

century approaches. 
 

Voluntary Community Development Project as a Platform for Advocacy and Social Action 

 

Volunteers are the most important resources community organizations have and need to be encouraged to carryout 

community development projects on anti-human trafficking. It is expedient to engage volunteers in advocacy and 

social action against human trafficking. To affirm the crucial role of volunteers in combating human trafficking, we 

mentored 50 volunteers to carryout community development projects in their communities. This presentation 

expounds how volunteers effectively engaged in advocacy and social action through community development 
projects. Fifty volunteers (between 19 and 30 years old) were mentored to carry out community development 

projects in four states in Nigeria in commemoration of 2017 World Day Against Trafficking in Persons. The 

volunteers were empowered with advocacy materials. They were expected to engage in advocacy and social action 

within two months before joining in the commemoration of World Day Against Trafficking in Persons, and send 

their reports for evaluation. From the evaluation, the results showed that all the volunteers engaged in strategic 

anti-human trafficking advocacy and social action through the following approaches: media campaign, community 

sensitization, school awareness, radio talk, training youth corps members, debate competition, etc. Three of the 

volunteers reported incidences of human trafficking and identified victims. Through their community development 

projects, they stimulated over 3,000 to be involved in combating human trafficking.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Explain the importance of the role of volunteers in advocacy and social action 

• Describe how volunteers effectively engaged in advocacy and social action through community 

development projects 

• Describe what volunteers did to engage in advocacy and social action 

 

Sophia Papadimos, MA; and Sandy Sieben, MSW, 
LSW 

 

Reaching Ohio’s Vulnerable Populations: Human Trafficking Screens in State Institutions 

 



Sophia Papadimos assists with the coordination of the 

Governor’s Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force. 

Previously, she worked with the United Nations Global 

Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking. Before joining 

the Ohio Department of Public Safety, Sophia worked 

on regulatory issues for the Lt. Governor. She holds a 

Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from DePaul 

University and a Master’s Degree in Slavic and East 

European Studies with a concentration in human 

trafficking from the Ohio State University. 

 

Sandy Sieben has experience working in micro and 
macro social work. This is her fourth year as the 

International Human Trafficking and Social Justice 

Conference Planner. Sandy is Co-Chair of the Lucas 

County Human Trafficking Coalition and a visiting 

assistant professor at The University of Toledo.  

 

The Governor’s Ohio Human Trafficking Task Force was created in 2012 to help exploited children and adults 

facing dire circumstances in Ohio. An initial recommendation of the Task Force was for the state to develop a 

standardized screening process for victims of human trafficking to be used by state agencies providing direct 

services. As a result, Ohio implemented a human trafficking screening tool in state prisons, state psychiatric 

hospitals, and juvenile correctional facilities. The screening tool, along with its guide, were created to provide state 

agencies with a tool to be used to identify victims of human trafficking and make referrals for appropriate services. 

The guide provides staff with an explanation on how to administer the screening tool and tips for using the tool. 

Since the implementation of the screening tool, over 50,000 screens have been conducted. In 2016, The University 

of Toledo was contracted to assess the screening tool and develop recommendations regarding strengths and 

weaknesses.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the screening process in state-run facilities and how it varies between youth and adults who are 

incarcerated or hospitalized 

• Describe the treatment and services that are available for victims who are incarcerated when identified as 

a victim of trafficking 

• Share The University of Toledo’s findings and address next steps moving forward 

Diana R Patton 

 

Diana Patton is a speaker, social justice and integrative 

health advocacy coach, author, and attorney. Diana 

works with high schools to implement her Integrative 

and Authentic School Care Strategy. She also consults 

and speaks to businesses and nonprofit organizations to 

empower their staff to Find Their Why and serve 
others. 

Introduce Me as Your Friend, Not Your Black Friend 

  

The “Get Out” movie, by Jordan Peele, had such a striking resemblance to an incident that occurred to this 

presenter at a recent graduation party. She found herself frequently gasping during the movie. She documented her 

experience in a blog that bears the same name as my conference title, “Introduce me as Your Friend, Not Your 

Black Friend”. The presenter’s friend introduced the presenter to her parents as her “black friend”. Days after the 

introduction, she recalled several micro-aggression comments that she dismissed over the years, such as, “We all 

wish we could have rhythm like you,” and “I bet you were a pretty fast runner in high school.” While these 

comments seem fine on the surface, they are indirect, subtle, and oftentimes unintentional discrimination against 

members of a marginalized group. In the presenter’s case, being an African American woman, who is of mixed 

race, she would often rationalize away her feelings – that these comments did not seem right. In her life, the 

presenter has also spent time guarding herself against what Jordan Peele describes in his move as the “sunken 

place”. She realizes more people need to be educated on these topics and how to “stay woke”. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Allow participants to examine, be aware of, and respond to micro-aggressive comments 

• Describe how to recognize the “sunken place” 

• Explain how to consider character, as opposed to race, when introducing someone 

• Explain how to fully understand and train in your own identity to relate to others who are not like you 

 

Lidia Puigvert, PhD; Guiomar Merodio, MA; Lena 

de Botton, PhD; and Rosa Valls, PhD 

 

Dr. Lidia Puigvert is a Professor of Sociological 

Theory and Women’s Studies at the University of 

Barcelona and a Marie Curie Fellow at the Institute of 

Criminology, University of Cambridge. Dr. Puigvert 

published “Women and social transformation” together 

Breaking the Silence on Moroccan Women Victims of Sex Trafficking in Spain 

 

At the conference, the presenters will explain the main results of the Spanish research project, Life trajectories that 

move away or bring closer to the trafficking processes of sexual exploitation (2013-2015). This project was funded 

by the Spanish Women’s Institute, Ministry of Health, and Social Services and Equality, and the main researcher 

was Dr. Lidia Puigvert. This project was developed at CREA Research Center at the University of Barcelona. 

Drawing on CREA’s previous work and scientific contributions on breaking the silence on violence against women 

in Spain, in the project the presenters shed light on a collective of victims who remained invisible for social service 

providers and law enforcement until the research was conducted. The aim of the project was to explore the life 



with Judith Butler and Elisabeth Beck-Gernsheim. She 

has led two R+D projects on Sex Trafficking in Spain. 

 

Dr. Guiomar Merodio is a fellow at the Department of 

Sociology at the University of Barcelona and a 

researcher at CREA Research Center. Her research 

focuses on sex trafficking prevention. She is a member 

of the research team for the “END-TRAFFICKING” 

project which is funded by the Spanish National Plan 

for R+D. 

 

Dr. Lena de Botton is a Professor at the University of 
Barcelona. She received her PhD at Ecole des Hautes 

Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Paris. She has a long 

trajectory researching women’s studies and cultural 

groups. She is a researcher for the project TRATA: 

Life trajectories that move away or bring closer to 

networks of trafficking for sexual exploitation. 

 

Dr. Rosa Valls is a Professor of Theory and History of 

Education at the University of Barcelona. She is the 

main researcher of the first research project on gender 

violence at the University in Spain. The results of the 

project were included in the Spanish Law for Effective 

Equality between Women and Men. 

 

trajectories of young Moroccan women between 15 and 21 years old from poor and rural areas of Morocco. They 

were seeking to improve living conditions with a migratory project to Spain and the factors that bring them closer 

to sex trafficking. The study was developed using the Communicative Methodology of research (Puigvert, Gómez, 

& Flecha, 2011). They conducted fieldwork in Spain and Morocco during 2015, entailing a sum up of 30 

qualitative techniques of research.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Provide an overview on sex trafficking in Spain 

• Show the identification of new realities and collectives of victims as young Moroccan women sex 

trafficked in Spain 

• Discuss the challenges of research on sex trafficking with a social impact 

Arduizur Carli Richie-Zavaleta, PhD, MASP, 

MAIPS 

 
Dr. Richie-Zavaleta received her doctoral degree from 

the Drexel University Dornsife School of Public 

Health. Her dissertation explored the intersection of 

Survivors of Sex Trafficking in the United States with 

the healthcare setting, their medical needs while 

trafficked, and their recommendations to best identify 

victims of Human Trafficking in the healthcare setting. 

 

Understanding the Experiences of Survivors of Sex Trafficking in the Healthcare Setting and their Medical 

Care Needs 

 

In the United States, thousands of minors and young adults are victims of Human Trafficking (HT). US-born 

victims of HT are typically exploited through sex trafficking—commercial sexual exploitation. At least 20% of HT 

victims come to interact with healthcare providers (HCP) at some point during their victimization. Although some 

protocols and trainings to identify HT victims in healthcare settings (HCS) exist, HT victims often go unidentified. 

There is scant research in understanding the interactions between HT victims and HCPs. To address this gap, this 

study interviewed survivors of sex trafficking (SST). It sought to present their accounts on a) the HCS they visited, 

b) reasons for seeking care, and c) barriers to disclosing victimization with HCPs. This study utilized an 

exploratory concurrent mixed-method research approach. Data were collected from March 2016- March 2017 in 
San Diego, CA and Philadelphia, PA, (N=21). Univariate and inductive analysis were performed to analyze data. 

Emergency Departments (76.2%) and Community Clinics (71.4%) were the most frequented HCS. Main reasons 

for healthcare visits included treatment for STIs, followed by battery injuries (52.4%). This study confirmed that 

SST sought medical care during their victimization and provided essential insights as to the types of healthcare 

settings attended, reasons for seeking medical care and barriers limiting them from disclosing their victimization 

with HCPs. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss commonly used HSC by SSTs 

• Provide a deeper understanding of what were the main reasons for seeking care 



• Describe barriers to victimization disclosure during their medical visit 

 

Tonya L. Rider, MOL 

 

Tonya L. Rider is a retired law enforcement and full-

time faculty member at Bowling Green State 

University. With an extensive background in Sexual 

Assault Investigation, Tonya consults with the Ohio 

Attorney General by delivering training on Domestic 

Violence and Non-Stranger Sexual Assault. Tonya has 

a Master’s degree in Organizational Leadership from 

Lourdes University, and appears in a weekly show, 

“Cold Justice,” on the Oxygen Channel. 

 

Sexual Assault Awareness 

 

As an educator at a higher education institution, this presenter sees firsthand the struggles that many students have 

with making the adjustment to college life. That "adjustment period" often leaves students vulnerable to peer 

pressure and risky behaviors.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Educate the audience on what constitutes sexual assault 

• Outline the differences between sexual contact and sexual conduct 

• Describe how a victim of sexual assault may act after being victimized 

• Present strategies on how to combat this behavior on campuses and in our community 

 

 

Amy Rouleau, BSW, MPA 

 

Amy Rouleau is the Founder and Director of 

Restoration Place, a nonprofit organization. Featured in 

magazines, newspapers, and local television, she has 

been recognized for her excellent work combating 

human trafficking. Her personal testimony as a foster 

care child and survivor of sexual exploitation will leave 

you inspired. 

 

Foster Care, Sex Trafficking, and Solutions 

 

This engaging journey will provide a greater understanding of how childhood sexual abuse, the foster care system, 

and human trafficking are all connected. Amy’s personal testimony will leave you inspired and hopeful for a future 

without human trafficking.  Amy explains how her own experience with abuse, severe disassociation, substance 

abuse, and cognitive issues set her up to be a target for predators. Children in foster care, runaways, throwaways, 

and homeless are at a much greater risk of being trafficked than the typical child in America. Preventing human 

trafficking has proven to be a difficult endeavor, but do not lose hope. Through holistic approaches in mental 
health, intervention and restoration are possible. This session will explain the physical, emotional, and spiritual 

impact that trauma in childhood had on Amy’s life and how her experiences can be used to identify and respond to 

victims, and potential victims, of human trafficking. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the connection between children in foster care, runaways, throwaways, and homeless children 

and sex trafficking 

• Describe how early intervention, support systems, and holistic therapy options can prevent sex trafficking 

through case studies and the presenter’s personal testimony 

 

John Rush 

 

John Rush is a social entrepreneur with a focus on 

changing the paradigm of how we think about the 

relationship between business and the social sector. As 

a Sergeant in the Marine Corps, John focused on 

creating small businesses to provide employment for 

people impacted by homelessness, incarceration, 

human trafficking, and domestic violence. In 2011, he 

helped launch CleanTurn Enterprise. John holds five 

Master's degrees focused on urban studies, religion, 

history, non-profit management, and business.  

 

Leveraging Business for Social Impact 

 

This presentation will provide a road map on how to best use one’s organization to make a positive impact with 

respect to hiring, training, and supporting individuals coming from challenging backgrounds. Ohio incarcerates 

53,000 individuals yearly at a cost of nearly $30,000 per person (this does not include the costs associated with our 

county jails). CleanTurn Enterprises leverages two brands (CleanTurn Demolition Services and She Has A Name 

Cleaning Services) to provide fair chance employment to those impacted by incarceration, addiction, human 

trafficking, and other challenging backgrounds. They have employed over 500 individuals in their first five years 

without the aid of public grant dollars, thereby creating a self-sustaining model of strong social impact. 

Communities most impacted by incarceration need us and this is why we exist! 
Presentation Objectives: 

• Provide a road map on how to best use one’s organization to make a positive impact 

• Describe CleanTurn Demolition Services and She Has A Name Cleaning Services 

• Describe the importance of providing fair chance employment 

 



Emina Sadic, MA 

 
Emina Sadic is a Project Coordinator focused on 

maritime security for Oceans Beyond Piracy, a 

program of the One Earth Future Foundation. Prior to 

this role, Ms. Sadic completed a master’s degree in 

human rights from Sciences Po Paris and worked at the 

OSCE Parliamentary Assembly and NATO. 

Security for Whom?: How Maritime Security Measures Can Increase Vulnerability Toward Human 

Trafficking 

 

This presentation aims to analyze trends in maritime-based and coastal human trafficking and smuggling in sub-

Saharan states, specifically in East and West Africa. The presentation is part of a long-term collaborative research 

project of the One Earth Future Foundation that examines the extent of criminal maritime activities off coastal sub-

Saharan African states. Mixed maritime migration has garnered attention in recent years in the Mediterranean Sea, 

but the Atlantic and Indian Ocean regions have largely been neglected. This presentation goes beyond an analysis 

of trends in maritime migration by examining whether increased security measures, including naval patrols by 

littoral states, have encouraged potential victims of smuggling to take more perilous routes through the Sahara 

Desert to reach their European target destination, during which their vulnerability to trafficking increases. The 

presentation, thus, offers a new perspective on how security policy has altered, rather than prevented migration. 
First, the presentation will examine historical regional routes in terms of frequency and destinations. Second, the 

presenter will discuss if and how security policy has altered routes to increase trafficking victim vulnerability. The 

presentation will assess whether a more nuanced security structure is needed to address the prevention component 

of trafficking. Lastly, linking changes in routes to illicit migration patterns will be explored. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present a perspective that can inform strategies to innovatively address existing responses to human 

trafficking 

• Contribute to a larger discussion on localizing approaches to human smuggling and trafficking 

 

Dominique Roe-Sepowitz, MSW, PhD; Kristen 

Bracy, MA, MSW; and Sarah Jackson, BSW 

 

Dr. Dominique Roe-Sepowitz is an Associate Professor 

in the Arizona State University School of Social Work 

and the Director of the Office of Sex Trafficking 

Intervention Research. She is on a number of local, 

state and national expert task forces and councils, and 

is on the editorial board of three journals. 

 
Kristen Bracy is the Associate Director of Research 

Implementation for the Office of Sex Trafficking 

Intervention Research at Arizona State University. 

Kristen has a Master of Arts in Social Justice and 

Human Rights and a Master of Social Work.  

Sarah Jackson is a student researcher in the Office of 

Sex Trafficking Intervention Research at Arizona State 

University. Sarah is currently working toward a Master 

of Social Work. 

 

 

 

One-Year Snapshot of Sex Trafficking in Las Vegas, NV 

 

Research findings will be presented from a one-year snapshot of sex trafficking cases in Las Vegas, Nevada. This 

study is a unique partnership between Arizona State University and the Las Vegas Metropolitan Police 

Department, and allowed for an inside look at the development of VICE cases and case actions. Trends in the sex 

trafficking of minors and adults will be discussed, including recruitment methods, transportation of victims, place 

of origin, elements of force, fraud and coercion, gang involvement, and criminal histories of the traffickers. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present research findings from a one-year snapshot of sex trafficking cases in Las Vegas, Nevada 

• Explore trends in the sex trafficking of minors and adults 

Tammy Schultz, PhD, LMHC; and Hannah 

Estabrook, MA, LPCC-S 

 

Traumatic Backgrounds of Women Who Have Exited the Prostitution Lifestyle for an Alternative Court 

Program 

 



Dr. Tammy Schultz is a Professor and Clinical 

Training Coordinator in the Clinical Mental Health 

Counseling program at Wheaton College. She 

passionately teaches about transformation from sexual 

abuse around the world and co-authored Beyond 

Desolate: Hope vs. hate in the Rubble of Sexual Abuse. 

She was awarded the 2010 Indiana Counselor of the 

Year Award by the Indiana Counseling Association. 

 

Hannah Estabrook has worked as a counselor in a 

variety of settings including community mental health 

and private practice. She is the co-author of Beyond 
Desolate: Hope vs. Hate in the Rubble of Sexual 

Abuse. She currently works at the Franklin County 

Municipal Court as Coordinator of CATCH Court, a 

specialized docket for victims of prostitution and 

human trafficking.  

 

Sex trafficking is a notorious transnational and international crime (Muftic, Finn, 2013; Raimi, 2012). A common 

precursor to sexual exploitation is childhood trauma (Campbell, Ahrens, Sefl, & Clark, 20013; Wilson & Widom, 

2010). The mental health concerns among sex trafficking victims include emotional, behavioral, social, and 

spiritual ramifications (Clawson, Dutch, Solomon, & Grace, 2009; Hodge, 2014; Zimmerman, Hossain, & Watts, 

2011). Despite the myriad of individuals sexually exploited annually within the United States, scant research 

attention focuses on the sequelae of trauma and subsequent posttraumatic outcomes. The Changing Actions to 

Change Habits (CATCH) specialty court provides defendants charged with solicitation, the opportunity of 

comprehensive assessment and treatment services. The purpose of this pilot study is to empirically investigate the 

relationship between trauma histories and post-traumatic stress outcomes among individuals enrolled in the 

CATCH program.  

Presentation Objectives:  

• Identify CATCH court in Franklin County, Columbus, Ohio 2-year treatment-oriented non-adversarial 

program for women charged with solicitation 

• Recognize salient trauma histories among women engaged in sex trafficking 

• Identify complex mental health concerns of trafficked women 

 

Samuel Scott, MD; and Karen Li, BA 

 

Dr. Samuel Scott is a graduate of The University of 

Toledo College of Medicine and a general psychiatry 

resident at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, 

TX. Following a general psychiatry residency Samuel 

will pursue Child and Adolescent Psychiatry as a 

fellowship due to his interest in working with 

underserved teens.  

 

Karen Li is a fourth-year medical student at Baylor 

College of Medicine in Houston, Texas. She will be 

applying for residency in psychiatry this fall, and hopes 
to pursue a child and adolescent psychiatry fellowship 

in the future. 

Identifying Human Trafficking Victims on a Psychiatry Inpatient Service 

 

Six cases were identified from the general population of an inpatient psychiatric hospital unit, including one male 

and five females. Two had been labor trafficked and four were suspected or confirmed to have been sex trafficked. 

The cases demonstrated a tremendous diversity of demographic and psychiatric risk factors. Risk factors included 

substance use, homelessness, psychosis, and immigration status. These cases indicate the importance of routinely 

screening for trafficking victims in medical settings, specifically inpatient multidisciplinary medical settings, such 

as inpatient psychiatry services. Identification of cases is a requisite step in providing informed and evidence-based 

treatments and enabling the secondary prevention of re-exploitation. Inpatient mental health teams are encouraged 

to be attentive to the complex relationship between psychiatric symptoms and human trafficking. Additional 

research is warranted given the limited current empirical research on this topic area. While there currently are 

many readily available screening questions and tools, there are no validated screening tools for trafficking victims 

in the medical setting. This acts as another major obstacle to overcome in moving from clinical suspicion to a more 

effective, generalized screening process in medical services. Human trafficking is a serious and prevalent human 

rights violation that closely intersects with mental health. Limited empirical attention has been paid to the 

presentations and identification of trafficking victims in psychiatric settings. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the sometimes-insidious nature of many presentations of trafficking victims to mental healthcare 

providers 

• Present psychiatric illness as an independent risk factor for becoming a victim of trafficking 

 

Cristina Sevilla, LLM 

 

Cristina Sevilla is an Attorney and the Founder of 

Action Against Violence and Exploitation, Inc. She 

formerly served as a consultant of the Philippine Inter-

Agency Council Against Trafficking in Persons, 

Counsel of ECPAT-Phil., CATW-AP and participated 

Justice and the Law and Order Approach to Trafficking in Persons: Philippine Case Studies 

 

Predominantly tackled from a criminal justice perspective, the US State Department’s Annual Anti-Trafficking in 

Persons Report highlights the number of prosecutions and convictions. But, what has been achieved by this focus 

on convictions? When the dust settles after law enforcement raid and rescue operations, what happens to the 

victims? The reality is that, with limited government resources, in countries like the Philippines, support services 

and care are only given to victims who cooperate in investigation and prosecution, in spite of state policies that 



in the 2009 US International Visitors Leadership 

Program, “Combatting Trafficking in Persons”. 

mandate otherwise. Even for those victims who cooperate, the questions persist: are services provided for their full 

recovery and reintegration, or are these services provided only in aid of investigation and prosecution? Are they 

given services to prevent re-victimization? Or are they just “rescued,” counted, and documented, only to be 

“rescued” again and again? Such a cycle of raid, rescue, documentation, and re-trafficking would increase the 

number of investigations a country could conduct, and maybe even their prosecution numbers. Certainly, it would 

help on the road to Tier 1. With this emphasis on criminal justice, where is the voice of the victim? What is the 

meaning of ‘justice’ to victims of trafficking in persons? To answer these questions, this presentation will analyze 

selected case studies in the Philippines.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Develop and promote an effective victim-centered approach to trafficking in persons 

• Present case studies from the Philippines 

 

Neil Simon, MA  

 

Neil Simon is the founder and president of Business 

Development Group. He presents interactive 

workshops nationally and internationally in areas 

relating to leadership and talent development, 

operational effectiveness and efficiency, and cultural 
and change management. He is an Instructor in the 

School of Public Affairs and Administration at 

Western Michigan University. 

What Top Leadership Skills Needed for New and Small Organizations to Become More Successful 

 

Professionals are in this field because they have passions, and often go into this work to try to effect change in 

people and organizations. This presentation will focus on leadership and "The Business" - what people need to do 

to have a successful enterprise so they can not only help people and further the cause, they can actually sustain 

their business. It all hinges on leadership and how one interacts with different constituencies.  

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss the need for organizational structure and how it can help one succeed 

• Describe the purpose of organizational structure and how it can help with accountability and focus 

(success) 

• Explain leadership roles and responsibility in developing, running, growing, and maintaining an 

organization 

• Define the top three leadership roles in managing an organization 

• Describe how leadership style has an impact on employee behavior 

• Help participants gain an understanding of how they behave and how it impacts the organization 

 

Heather M. Sloane, PhD; and Aravindhan 

Natarajan, PhD 

 

Dr. Heather Sloane and Dr. Aravindhan Natarajan are 

assistant professors in the social work program at the 

University of Toledo. Both scholars are interested in 

the empowering possibilities of art for clients, social 

workers, and communities. Dr. Sloane and Dr. 

Natarajan study the importance of combining 

humanities and social science methods and logics. 

Alternative Methods in Social Work: Autoethnography as a Social Justice Approach 

 

Traditional ethnography, along with other social science methods, have been critiqued by feminist scholars as 

being falsely objective. In traditional research, the researcher makes observations that are inevitably interpreted 

through the researcher’s worldview, which is often white, male, and privileged and therefore biased. 

Autoethnography is one way in which researchers have attempted to acknowledge the power dynamic between 

researcher and subject and the misinterpretation that happens because of economic and cultural differences 

between the researcher and the subjects. In Autoethnography, the researcher is also a subject and is an artist as well 

as a social science researcher. This method, that combines cultural observation and artistic self-awareness, requires 

deep self-reflection and daring self-disclosure that goes against typical social work clinical approaches. The 
presenters will share autoethnographic projects on grief and empathy with the audience. Dr. Natarajan’s piece will 

delve into the death of a loved one and subaltern theory, and Dr. Sloane’s piece will remember how her work with 

car accidents changed her thoughts on the importance of empathy to just social work practice. These research 

projects are at different stages, one at the very beginning and one about to be published. The audience will be asked 

to consider the helpfulness of autoethnography to provoke emotion and understanding of difference and how this 

method can be used as social justice action. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Define autoethnography 



• Share personal autoethnographic research projects 

• Encourage the audience to consider the helpfulness of autoethnography 

 

Heather M. Sloane, PhD; Sarah Kramer; Nora 

Riggs, MSW, LSW; Maxwell Cleary, MSW; Rosie 

Best, MAT, MSW, LSW; and Viktori Sulivan-Cortez 

 

Heather Sloane is an Assistant Professor at the 

University of Toledo in the social work program. She 

has been trained in Amherst Writers and Artists and 

autoethnography methods and tries to bring these 

creative interventions to her students and the 

community. 

 

Sarah Kramer studied Photojournalism at Ohio 

University and is in her second year of The University 

of Toledo’s Master of Social Work Program. Her work 

with The Athens Photographic Project, an organization 

dedicated to teaching adults with mental illness 

photography, lead her to a career in social work.   

 

Nora Riggs is a Case Manager for the Recovering 

Individuals from Sexual Exploitation (R.I.S.E.) 

Program. She received her BA in Music and thus is 

passionate about combining her interests in the arts and 

social work. 

Maxwell Cleary has an undergraduate degree in 

Literature-Creative Writing from Lake Superior State 

University and a Master of Social Work degree from 

University of Toledo. Max currently works at Ohio 

Living Hospice as a medical social worker. Max enjoys 
writing, having his Remember Me play premier in 

conjunction with this conference.  

 

Rosie Best is a Therapist at RFS Behavior Health, 

providing services for young people through the 

TEAM TACKLE school program. In her spare time, 

she is the president and founder of Issue Box Theatre, 

whose mission is to create social justice theatre that 

will educate, inspire, and bring positive change. 

 

Viktoria Sullivan-Cortez is currently a senior at the 

University of Toledo pursuing her BSW. Eventually, 

she would like to help incorporate more art programs 

into the correctional facilities across the country. 

  

The Artist Social Worker: Ways of Bringing the Best of Self to Practice 

 

As part of a committee charged with bringing the power of art to a social justice conference, the presenters worked 
to bring innovative art that expresses emotion and experience of social injustice. Art and poetry exhibits as well as 

art performance, such as dance and theater, tell a story about injustice in a way that academic and professional 

presentations cannot. Throughout history, artists are often the first group to raise alarm about injustice. Research 

has shown that art and empathy are connected. The audience will learn the transformative potential of the use of art 

to raise awareness and provoke social justice action. The audience will share in discussions about ways of bringing 

various forms of art to various community settings. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe how art and poetry tells a different story about injustice  

• Discuss the transformative potential of art 

• Start a discussion about ways to bring art to the community 

 



Amy Smith, MSW, LISW; and Sarah Brenes, JD 

 

Amy Smith is the Program Manager of Anti-Human 

Trafficking Services and Unaccompanied Minor 

Services at the Institute of Minnesota. She delivers 

trauma-informed, comprehensive social work services 

to foreign born survivors of human trafficking. Amy 

provides training and assistance to service providers 

regarding labor trafficking and foreign-born human 

trafficking survivors. Amy has worked with survivors 

of human trafficking as well as with several labor 

trafficking group cases. 
 

Sarah Brenes is the Director of the Refugee & 

Immigrant Program at The Advocates for Human 

Rights.  The mission of The Advocates is to implement 

international human rights standards to promote civil 

society and reinforce the rule of law. Through research, 

advocacy, and direct representation, The 

Advocates and its volunteers assist refugees seeking 

asylum, immigrant detainees facing deportation, and 

human trafficking survivors. 

 

Lessons Learned: Effective Coordination Among Service Providers in a Large-Group Agricultural Labor 

Trafficking Case 

 

This presentation will explore the coordination efforts among legal services, social services, and law enforcement 

partners in a large-group agricultural labor trafficking case. The presenters will address opportunities, challenges, 

and issues including balancing client confidentiality and providing consistent information to group members, 

accessing limited resources for multiple victims in a town unexposed to significant numbers of trafficking victims, 

coordinating pro bono legal representation for individual clients with cooperative legal strategy, balancing law 

enforcement priorities to prosecute the criminal/civil case with victim immigration and social service needs, 

maintaining boundaries between partners while working collectively on common interests, and overcoming 

inaccurate perceptions of labor trafficking cases and victims. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Present a large-group agricultural labor trafficking case 

• Address various opportunities, challenges, and issues associated with this case 

 

Jacob Spellis, MSW, LSW; Willie Knighten, CDCA; 

David Nalls, CDCA; and Karyn McConnell, JD, 

CDCA 

 

Jacob Spellis holds his Masters in Social Work from 

the University of Michigan. He has a vision to revamp 

and reform the criminal justice system and currently 

serves on multiple criminal justice councils, and is a 

board member of the Reentry Coalition. He works at 

Empowered for Excellence and Goodwill Industries.  

 

Willie Knighten, Jr. is a native of Toledo, Ohio and 

currently works in behavioral health, mentoring, and 

re-entry. Willie spent 13 years in prison before being 
exonerated by the late Judge Skow. He strongly 

advocates for responsible fatherhood and healthy 

marriage. Willie also has a Toledo TED talk, and is an 

anti-gang activist.   

David Nalls is the lead case manager at New Concepts, 

a member of the Ohio Citizens Advocacy group, and 

sat on the board to create peer support in the state of 

Ohio. He is a trainer and case manager of Empowered 

Building a future!: A Reentry Program Forever 

 

Goodwill has been awarded a $1.36 million federal grant to provide training, case management, mentoring, and 

employment services to incarcerated adults transitioning back into the community. Goodwill will serve 

approximately 170 men and women who are in work release programs, recovery houses, and residential release 

centers. They have placed many individuals back into the work force. In addition, the program is operated by all 

restored citizens who have served time incarcerated. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the program that Goodwill will introduce as a result of federal grant funding 

• Describe the reasons and importance of effectively integrating citizens returning from prison back into the 

community 

 



for Excellence and has a degree in business. He is 

pursuing his BSW at Spring Arbor. 

 

Karyn McConnell obtained her Juris Doctor from Case 

Western Reserve University School of Law. She 

maintained a general law practice for 9 years until 

2007. Her fire was lit to work in the field of re-entry 

while incarcerated for Aggravated Theft in 2008. 

Karyn is the Employment Program Coordinator for 

Goodwill.  

 

Zee St. James; Juniper Fleming; and Serpent 

Libertine, LCSW 

 

Zee St. James is a Detroit resident and a sex worker 

rights activist. Zee serves as the secretary of the 

Michigan chapter of SWOP. Zee is passionate about 

anti-oppressive facilitation, healing justice, and 

decentralized organizing. Zee is completing a Bachelor 

of Arts in Gender and Sexuality Studies. 

 

Juniper Fleming is an artist currently attaining an MFA 

at Cranbrook Academy of Art. Juniper was awarded a 

DAAD Fellowship in 2013, and her work has been 

shown at MIX NYC Queer Film Festival, Sex Worker 

Film & Art Festival, XPOSED, Popporn Brazil, and 

Berlin’s Porn Film Festival. Juniper is a member of 

SWOP MI, and a prior member of SWOP NYC. 

 

Serpent Libertine is a former sex worker and sex 

worker rights advocate. She was previously a board 

member with SWOP-Chicago and a North American 

Representative for the Global Network of Sex Worker 

Projects from 2014-2016. She is currently a licensed 

social worker, and works for a social service 

organization in Chicago. 

 

Rights as Rescue: Inclusive Sex Worker-Led Grassroots Organizing 

 
Set against the historical backdrop of the sex worker rights movement, this session will explore sex worker-led 

grassroots organizing. Organizations from different regions will discuss the tactics of community building, 

developing support services, destigmatization, and harm reduction to promote the safety and dignity of fellow sex 

trade workers in their area. As every group has a unique story, panelists will compare and contrast the challenges 

faced by each group, and the solutions found. Finally, panelists will speak about the current needs of their 

communities, and how allies can work together to end violence against sex trade workers. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explore various sex worker-led grassroots organizations from various regions across the country 

• Discuss the tactics used by these organizations 

• Compare and contrast challenges and solutions of each organization 

• Describe the current needs in each organization’s community 

 

 

 

Teresa M. Stafford 

 

Teresa M. Stafford is the Senior Director of Victim 

Services and Outreach at Cleveland Rape Crisis Center 

(CRCC) and oversees the agency’s 24-hour response to 

survivors. Teresa is involved with criminal justice 

advocacy, Project Star (sex trafficking, advocacy and 

recovery), and Hogar Consuelo. She administers 

professional development trainings state- and nation-

Our Story – Our Truth: Women of Color Survivorship 

 

This presentation will provide participants an opportunity to gain an understanding of the history of Women of 

Color as it relates to sexual violence and the anti-oppression/anti-violence movement. The presenter will discuss 

the implications and present-day manifestations of historical trauma on Women of Color, as well as the systematic 

failures that impact Women of Color from accessing needed services. Finally, the presenter will teach the audience 

ways in which they can become trauma-informed, and how they can engage with Women of Color survivors while 

incorporating cultural humility. 

Presentation Objectives:  



wide. Teresa majored in Criminal Justice 

Administration at Tiffin University. 

 

• Describe the history of Women of Color as it related to sexual violence  

• Explain instances of historical trauma on Women of Color which lead to systematic failures 

• Describe engagement strategies and ways to be trauma-informed 
 

Nola Theiss, BA, MLA, MPA 

 

Nola Theiss is the Executive Director and founder of 

Human Trafficking Awareness Partnerships (HTAP) 

since 2006. HTAP’s ARTREACH program began in 

2010 and has been conducted over 50 times to over 

1000 students. Nola holds degrees from the University 

of Illinois, Johns Hopkins University, and Florida Gulf 

Coast University. 

Prevention Program for Youth Using Art 

 

This presentation is about a successful program, which reaches students between ages 8 and 18 in summer camps 

and after school programs. It involves students in learning about how they may become victims of trafficking and 

how they can avoid it as well. It also shows how everyone is complicit in labor trafficking by purchasing products 

made by enslaved people. It teaches students how to avoid situations which may lead to becoming entrapped in sex 

or labor trafficking. It then shows them how art has been an agent of social change for centuries and how they can 

collaboratively work with other students to produce art with a message, which will then be exhibited to teach 

others. The presentation will show participants how they can use or adapt the program in their own communities. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Teach participants how to adapt this program for their use 

• Explain how the different parts of this program work together 

• Discuss how collaboration and teamwork can reinforce information presented 

• Encourage participants to appreciate the confidence building aspect of the program as part of the 

prevention effect 

 

Miranda Tippie, MOT, OTR/L, QMHS, CDCA 

 

Miranda Tippie obtained her Master’s degree in 

Occupational Therapy from the University of Findlay 

where she is the Clinical Coordinator for a 

Community-Based Practice in the Occupational 

Therapy Program. She has developed community 

programming in various settings and provides direct 

service to individuals in the community including 

survivors of human trafficking. 

Using the Sensory Modulation Program to Advance Interventions: Treating Posttraumatic Stress Disorder 

and Other Behavioral Health Disorders 

 

There is an increasing awareness of trauma informed care and an interest in sensory modulation within 

occupational therapy (OT) practice with transitional youth and adults. Through community-based practice, 

occupational therapy has impacted clients’ lives through sensory approaches of calming and alerting techniques to 

manage symptoms and increase occupational engagement. Using sensory based approaches and a trauma informed 

care mindset expands treatment opportunities. Trauma Informed Care is an organizational structure and treatment 

framework that involves understanding, recognizing, and responding to the effects of all types of trauma (Trauma 

Informed Care, 2016). Implementing sensory modulation techniques is beneficial to expand innovative assessments 

and treatment approaches for clients. According to research, in using the sensory profile, there is sensory 

processing difficulties among people with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) (Yeger, Levin, & Wiesel, 2013). 

Interventions related to sensory processing include activities and modalities with specific types and amounts of 

sensation, at strategic times of use, for a therapeutic purpose (Champagne, 2009). Increasing awareness to self-

regulation, building sensory tool kits, developing sensory diets, and establishing sensory spaces will expand 

treatment with individuals with PTSD and other behavioral health needs. Approaches for treatment that include all 
senses are included in treatment for a holistic intervention.  
Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe specific assessments to use for sensory modulation treatments 

• Explain sensory modulation treatment approaches to calm and alert clients to expand self-regulation skills 

• Discuss how to put together a sensory diet for individuals with PTSD and/or other behavioral health needs 



Miranda Tippie, MOT, OTR/L, QMHS, CDCA; and 

JoDee Figueroa 

 

Miranda Tippie obtained her Master’s degree in 

Occupational Therapy from the University of Findlay 

where she is the Clinical Coordinator for a 

Community-Based Practice in the Occupational 

Therapy Program. She has developed community 

programming in various settings and provides direct 

service to individuals in the community including 

survivors of human trafficking. 

 
JoDee Figueroa is a survivor of human trafficking. 

JoDee was in the “life” for over 12 years. She got clean 

on December 30, 2014 and left the lifestyle to receive 

substance abuse services. JoDee has started a Human 

Trafficking Coalition in Hancock County and has been 

sharing her story through trainings, presentations, and 

individual support to inspire others and provide hope 

for leaving the lifestyle. 

 

Occupational Therapy, Building Skills for a Success Story: A Survivor’s Journey 

 

Through the story of a survivor of human trafficking, the impact of occupational therapy as a form of innovative 

treatment will be shared. A journey that includes breaking free from human trafficking, recovering from addiction, 

addressing and moving past life traumas, and learning how to live a new and successful life will be shared from a 

survivor and her occupational therapist. The most effective treatment for survivors of human trafficking include 

treatment involving but not limited to job placement, independent living skills, housing, basic needs being 

addressed and met, health education, educational opportunities, trauma specific treatment, social skills, and any 

other needed skill building areas in a person’s life (Johnson, 2012). These areas can be addressed by an 

occupational therapist from assessment to treatment as part of the team for a holistic approach to sustained success 

for survivors. Survivors of human trafficking benefit from skill development and according to the occupational 

therapy practice framework, many areas fall into the scope of practice for occupational therapy, including but not 
limited to: self-care, financial management, employment, meaningful activity, meal planning and preparation, 

community mobility, relationship development, problem solving, impulse control, and many other areas (American 

Occupational Therapy Association, 2014). 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Discuss the role of Occupational Therapy in treatment for individuals in human trafficking 

• Explain the holistic view on survivors and how occupational therapy can play a role in recovery 

• Assist participants in developing empathy through the sharing of a survivor’s story  

 

Sr. Anne Victory, HM, RN, MSN 

 

Sister Anne Victory is the Education Director of the 

Collaborative to End Human Trafficking in Cleveland 

and President of the US Catholic Sisters against 

Human Trafficking. She has experience as a nursing 

clinician, educator, and administrator. Sister Anne 

earned her Master of Science at The Ohio State 

University. 

Guidelines for Treating Human Trafficking Victims: A Resource for Healthcare Professionals 

 

This presentation will discuss methods for educating healthcare professionals to recognize and respond effectively 

to suspected victims of human trafficking. The presentation consists of a one-hour film outlining the guidelines 

developed for the four Cleveland area health systems (Cleveland Clinic, MetroHealth, Sisters of Charity Health 

System, and University Hospitals). This resource, along with a manual, were created in response to the need for 

common guidelines among the health systems in order to assure improved quality of care and interdisciplinary 

communication among area healthcare providers, law enforcement, and social service providers. The film features 

local physicians, nurses, a social worker, law enforcement personnel, and a survivor. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Define the role of the healthcare professional in responding to human trafficking 

• Discuss the guidelines for responding to potential victims of human trafficking who may be encountered 

in local health facilities 

• Present the community partners with whom health providers need to establish strong working 

relationships 
 

Elizabeth Wilcox 

 

Elizabeth Wilcox leads external engagement efforts for 

the Department of Homeland Security’s Blue 

Campaign. Since 2000, she has also held policy and 

legal positions at the State Department, focusing on 

human rights and humanitarian affairs. She holds 

degrees from Harvard Law School, Columbia’s School 

Department of Homeland Security's Blue Campaign: Approach to Combatting Human Trafficking 

 

The Blue Campaign is the unified voice for the US Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) efforts to combat 

human trafficking. Working in collaboration with law enforcement, government, non-governmental, and private 

organizations, the Blue Campaign strives to protect the basic right of freedom and to bring those who exploit 

human lives to justice. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the Blue Campaign 



of International and Public Affairs, and Yale 

University.    

 

• Explain how the Blue Campaign is working to protect the right of freedom for victims of human 

trafficking and to bring traffickers to justice 

Fanell Williams, MSW, LSW; Celia Williamson, 

PhD; Chris Demko, MHA, FACHE; Marchon Noon, 

BSW; Jane Meyer, BSW, LSW; and Pat Stephens, 

MEd 

 

Fanell Williams received her Master of Social Work 

from the University of Toledo. She works at the 

Human Trafficking and Social Justice Institute as 

Project Coordinator for PATH, which is aimed at 
improving service delivery in human trafficking-

related services. Ms. Williams conducts professional 

training on human trafficking and trauma-informed 

care. 

 

Dr. Celia Williamson founded the first anti-trafficking 

program in Ohio in 1993, completed nine studies, 17 

articles/reports, and edited two books on sex 

trafficking. She is the director of the Human 

Trafficking and Social Justice Institute at the 

University of Toledo, and is the primary investigator 

for the PATH Project. She chairs the Research and 

Analysis Subcommittee for the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Human Trafficking Commission, and is an 

Editorial Manager for the Journal of Human 

Trafficking. 

 

Chris Demko is the Operations Manager for the 

Northwest Ohio Pathways HUB at the Hospital 

Council of Northwest Ohio, which works closely with 

community agencies, as well as the PATH Project. 

Community Health Workers and other care 

coordinators are employed to connect clients to needed 

medical and social services. 

  
Marchon Noon is the RISE Program Director at The 

Salvation Army, and has over five years of experience 

working with victims of human trafficking and 

sexually exploited individuals. Marchon is a member 

of the Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition and 

serves as the main PATH Care Coordinator for the 

PATH Project. 

  

Partners Against Trafficking in Humans: The Vision for the PATH Model 

 

The PATH (Partners Against Trafficking in Humans) Project is a community-wide, coordinated, transparent, and 

data-driven response to serve victims of human trafficking. The PATH Project was developed using a combination 

of the Office for Victims of Crime Comprehensive Services Model, the Pathways Model (a successful model used 

to increase the healthy births of high-risk babies), and elements of social work practice. The goal is to provide 

intensive and comprehensive services that move victims to survivors and survivors to thrivers. The vision is for the 

PATH Model to become an evidence-based model to be shared with other communities. Attendees will learn the 

components of the model and the experience of practitioners that are implementing the model. 
Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the components of the PATH Project and the PATH Model 

• Explain the continuum of care (including conceptual definitions of a victim, survivor, and thriver) 

• Present the basic findings from PATH Model data analysis 

 



Jane Meyer is a licensed social worker and a Provider 

Support Specialist at the Lucas County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities. She is a member of the 

Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition. Jane 

serves as a PATH Care Coordinator for the PATH 

Project, working with individuals with developmental 

disabilities. 

  

Pat Stephens is the Director of the Provider Supports 

Department at the Lucas County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities. Pat worked eight years in 

the Mental Health field and 21 years with individuals 
with developmental disabilities. She’s a member of the 

Lucas County Human Trafficking Coalition and a 

Point-of-Contact for the PATH Project.  

  

Celia Williamson, PhD; Emily L. Kennedy, 

LLMSW; Eric Vandenberghe, MA; and Dominique 

Burns, LPC, NCC, PhD Candidate 

 

Dr. Celia Williamson founded the first anti-trafficking 

program in Ohio in 1993, completed nine studies, 17 

articles/reports, and edited two books on sex 

trafficking. She is the director of the Human 

Trafficking and Social Justice Institute at the 

University of Toledo, and is the primary investigator 

for the PATH Project. She chairs the Research and 

Analysis Subcommittee for the Ohio Attorney 

General’s Human Trafficking Commission, and is an 

Editorial Manager for the Journal of Human 

Trafficking. 

 

Emily Kennedy works as a case manager in community 

mental health.  She received her Master’s in Social 

Work from the University of Michigan while she 

completed a year-long internship at the Human 

Trafficking and Social Justice Institute. Prior to her 

internship, she mentored at-risk teenage girls and 
young children.   

 

Eric Vandenberghe earned his Master of Arts in 

Criminal Justice from the University of Toledo. As a 

graduate assistant at the Human Trafficking and Social 

Justice Institute, he researched best practices for 

protecting youth vulnerable to being trafficked. He has 

A Guide to Develop, Implement, and Evaluate Human Trafficking Prevention for Youth in Your 

Community 

 

This presentation provides advocates with a firm understanding of how to prevent the trafficking of minors. Until 

now, there has not been a comprehensive, evidence-informed model for preventing the trafficking of youth. Youth 

disproportionately at risk of becoming trafficked require targeted awareness and prevention efforts. A thorough 

literature review was conducted by the research team to identify at-risk to high-risk youth. Presenters will provide a 

multi-tiered system of awareness and prevention activities targeting high-risk youth and the adults that interact 

with them. The tiers are outlined in a manner that allows an individual or collaborative anti-trafficking team to 

build a successful prevention strategy that includes the use of one or more of the identified tiers. Each tier becomes 

more complex, moving from effective coalition building (Tier 1), to general community-wide awareness of human 

trafficking (Tier 2), to targeted awareness (Tier 3), and to a comprehensive curriculum for high-risk youth (Tier 4). 

Each tier is equipped with a checklist to assess prevention activities and evaluation tools to assess the outcome of 

prevention activities. This project was supported by a grant from the Ohio Department of Higher Education for the 

Ohio Children’s Trust Fund. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Explain which youth are most at-risk 

• Discuss ways to engage in human trafficking prevention 

• Describe strategies to assess prevention activities and evaluate outcomes 
 



worked with anti-trafficking community groups in 

Michigan and Ohio. 

 

Dominique Burns is a doctoral candidate in the 

Counselor Education program at the University of 

Toledo and a Licensed Professional Counselor in Ohio. 

Her professional experience includes teaching and 

serving marginalized and underrepresented 

populations. Dominique has presented at national, 

state, and local conferences on topics relating to 

advocacy, human trafficking, and social justice. 

 

 Ezgi Yaman, MSW 

 

Ezgi Yaman currently works as a research assistant at a 

state university. Ezgi worked with the NGOs Network 

of Combating CSEC/ECPAT in Turkey for five years, 

serving as the Youth Network Coordinator and 

International Coordinator/Focal point where she 

developed the children and youth group structures, and 

facilitated campaigns and projects. 

Human Trafficking in Turkey 

 

Human trafficking, which has become a global problem, requires a global response. Thus, the United Nations as 

well as the European Union has taken an action to combat human trafficking globally. 

According to the definition, “trafficking in persons” shall mean the recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring 

or receipt of persons, by means of a threat or use of force or other forms of coercion, of abduction, of fraud, of 

deception, of the abuse of power or of a position of vulnerability or of the giving or receiving of payments or 

benefits to achieve the consent of a person having control over another person, for the purpose of exploitation 

(Article 3, paragraph (a) of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons). In order to 

combat such a multidimensional problem of human trafficking, it is also important to determine strategies and 

methods as well as obtain global cooperation. In this context, the United Nations has set out an action framework 

for effective implementation. The Framework is based on the objectives of the United Nations Trafficking Protocol 

and its provisions, following the three internationally recognized themes of prevention, protection, and prosecution 

(the 3Ps) and national and international cooperation and coordination (UNODC, 2009b). In this frame, this study is 

focused on counter-trafficking efforts of Turkey. The aim of this study is to analyze counter-trafficking policies of 

Turkey with the 3Ps including the way they define human trafficking, existing legislation, institutions and methods 

used for combating trafficking. 

Presentation Objectives: 

• Describe the United Nations and European Union’s response to the global problem of human trafficking 

• Discuss strategies to combat human trafficking and increase cooperation 

• Describe the 3Ps (prevention, protection, and prosecution) 

• Explain counter-trafficking efforts in Turkey 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



14th Annual Human Trafficking and Social Justice Conference- 
Art Abstracts & Biographies  

 

Rosie Best, MSW, Founder Issue Box Theater 

 

Issue Box Theatre is a non-profit organization with the mission 
to create Social Justice Theatre that will educate, inspire, and 

bring positive change. Issue Box has produced "Next to 

Normal" and "Company" to raise money for local social 

service agencies serving those with mental illness and the 

homeless. 

Remember Me 

 

"Remember Me" is an original play written by Maxwell K. Cleary about what a family goes through when a 

loved one has memory problems. The play looks carefully at how those with memory loss are often treated as 

children and face severe age discrimination. The play also shows the barriers, demands, and isolation families 

face when trying to care for a loved one. Maxwell Cleary is a hospice social worker in Toledo and his practice 

experience of grief is clear throughout the play. Issue Box will be producing the play and is headed by Rosie 

Best who is a social worker in the Toledo community with a history in theater education. Issue Box was 

started while Rosie was a MSW student at the University of Toledo as a community project bringing together 

art and social justice action. 

Performance Information: 

Location:  

Recital Hall at University of Toledo’s Center for Performing Arts- 1919 W Rocket Drive 

Dates and Times: 

       Wednesday, 9/20 @ 7:30pm 

       Thursday, 9/21 @ 7:30pm 

       Friday, 9/22 @ 7:30pm 

       Saturday, 9/23 @ 2:00pm 

  
Tary Blair; Maxwell Cleary, MSW; Johanna McDaniel; and 

Sarah Kramer 

 

Tary Blair (born Tim Blair) began life struggling to survive. 

That struggle became more intense when her father began a 
reign of child sexual abuse. After Tary’s spouse of 31 years 

completed suicide, Tary began her own quest to end her life. 

After being diagnosed with cancer, Tary fights with every 

breath to survive, but her message is one of freedom and hope. 

 

Maxwell Cleary is a Literature-Creative Writing undergraduate 

major who obtained his Master of Social Work degree from the 

University of Toledo. Max was an assistant poetry editor for 

Border Crossing. His most recent work is with Issue Box 

Theatre, an organization in Toledo focused on education about 

social justice issues. Max works as a hospice social worker in 

the Toledo area community.  

 

Johanna McDaniel studied Psychology and Art at the 

University of New England and is in her second year of The 

University of Toledo’s Master of Social Work Program. She 

strives to combine her love of art and her passion for social 

justice.  

Connecting Hope and Survival Through Creative Expression 

 

This exhibit features the work of poet and survivor, Tary Blair. Beginning at birth and throughout her life, 

Tary has faced many challenges. She has turned to poetry as a reprieve from abuse, addiction, heartbreak, loss, 

and multiple attempts at suicide. For this exhibit, Tary worked with a small group of professionals consisting 
of a master’s level social worker and two graduate social work students who have personal experience in 

poetry, painting, and photography, respectively. Through a combination of multiple disciplines, Tary’s poetry 

comes to life for viewers in order to serve as an inspiration for others and portray a picture of hope, 

encouragement, and survival. Experiencing poetry can be transformative and cathartic, not only for the writer, 

but for the reader as well. Whether read or listened to, poetry can evoke memories, feelings or experiences 

that have been untapped in our everyday lives. In “Connecting Hope and Survival Through Creative 

Expression,” viewers can read poetry and hear directly from the artist via video. It’s said; “A picture is worth 

a thousand words.” Our hope is that through a thousand words, one will walk away with a picture of hope, 

strength and survival. 

 



Sarah Kramer studied Photojournalism at Ohio University and 

is in her second year of The University of Toledo’s Master of 

Social Work Program. Her work with The Athens 

Photographic Project, an organization dedicated to teaching 

adults with mental illness photography, led her to a career in 

social work. 

Bowling Green High School Students 

 

The exhibit is a collaboration by the Bowling Green High 

School art teachers Mr. Leonard, Mrs. Myers, and Mr. Triggs 

and their students. Eric Leonard teaches sculpture and 

ceramics; Nicole Myers teaches printmaking and metals; and 

Lloyd Triggs teaches drawing and painting. The three art 

teachers share students throughout the year. 

 

The Human Figure and Emotions 

 

This exhibit features the work of high school students ranging from 13 to 18 years old, as they experiment 

with various media and techniques. The students’ work shows a range of emotions through the use of color, 

value, and contrast while dealing with the human figure. The selfies display students' expressiveness and 

portrayal of emotion through body language, color, pattern, and line. Students primarily used monoprinting 
techniques. This process allowed the students to change colors and their artistic style based on the emotion 

they expressed. Senior Studio students used Jaume Plensa as an inspiration for this project. Plensa is a Spanish 

sculptor whose work unifies individuals through spirituality and collective memory. His installation, "Human 

Landscape," was recently exhibited at the Toledo Museum and focused on the human figure in various media. 

Seniors used chicken wire as media, as it is strong enough to structurally form the human figure, but is made 

up of holes and allows light to pass through. Students played with this juxtaposition of elements as they 

explored the human figure and human relationships. Beginning art students drew eyes, stripping away facial 

features to focus on one single part of their appearance. Students enlarged their eyes, keeping a similar scale 

and proportion. Displayed together they show similarities in shape, drawing materials, and technique, but a 

closer look shows emotions and unique individuals. When you view this exhibit, try to imagine the teenagers 

who created this work, the choices made by each individual, and the various emotions that are conveyed. 

 

Sarah Kramer; Johanna McDaniel; Mike Todd; Mayoree 

Scott; Lawrence C. Faulkner 

  

Sarah Kramer studied Photojournalism at Ohio University and 

is in her second year of The University of Toledo’s Master of 

Social Work Program. Her work with The Athens 

Photographic Project, an organization dedicated to teaching 

adults with mental illness photography, led her to a career in 

social work.   

 

Johanna McDaniel studied Psychology and Art at the 

University of New England and is in her second year of The 

University of Toledo’s Master of Social Work Program. She 
strives to combine her love of art and her passion for social 

justice. 

 

Mike Todd is a self-taught abstract artist from the urban scene 

in Cincinnati, Ohio. His works are often accompanied by 

words in poem form and/or unprocessed thoughts. When he is 

not painting, he is actively working in social services, 

mentoring at-risk youth, and working to reduce gun violence. 

 

Weaving Threads of Survival Through Hope 

 

This exhibit is the result of a general call for art that gives visual voice to the issues of social justice and 

opportunities for positive change. Additionally, this exhibit is the result of a collaborative committee charged 

with bringing social justice art in all its forms to the Annual International Human Trafficking and Social 

Justice Conference. The art for this exhibit was reviewed by the committee, which is made up of artist/social 

workers that specialize in theater, poetry, music performance, creative writing, photography, visual art, and 

more (members include: Rosie Best, Tori Sullivan-Cortez, Maxwell Cleary, Tary Blair, Nora Riggs, Heather 

Sloane, and Johnanna McDaniel). Sarah Kramer, an MSW student with an undergraduate degree in 

photojournalism, collaborated with art therapists and art teachers to oversee the design of the exhibit. 

 



Mayoree Scott is 7th grade student at the School of Creative 

and Performing Arts in Cincinnati, Ohio in the Vocal Arts 

Program. She is a self-taught artist and draws inspiration from 

her thoughts and emotions, as well as trending topics in the 

news. 

 

Lawrence C. Faulkner is an up and coming artist from Toledo, 

Ohio, with four successful exhibitions under his belt. He 

focuses on art as a whole instead of one particular medium or 

style, aiming to depict the freeness that was given to him and 

other artists. 

 

Consumer Artists from 3 Community Agencies 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit Coordinator:  

Carol Coder, MA, ATR-BC, LPCC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stacy Spinazze, BS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creative Expressions: 

Kristen Zientek, MSW, LSW 

 

 

Art Exhibit: Weaving the threads of Survival Though Hope 

 

The artists in this exhibit are adult, mental health consumers from Unison Health, Inc., The Zeph Center, and 

NAMI of Greater Toledo, Creative Expressions program. The artists’ images share personal journeys and 

universal common ground. Images hold the tension of their struggle and also the illumination of new strength 

and opportunity. Throughout history, art making has been a powerful means to regain balance, stabilize crisis, 

and form potential. Creating art calls one to action: to question, to choose, to organize, to express. When the 

artist faces an empty canvas, the duality of emptiness and opportunity is felt. As the artist picks up the paint 

brush and begins to paint, a commitment to forming, reforming, and transforming begins. As the artist stands 

back and gazes at the work in progress, further personal dialogue with the self is made possible. Perhaps 

reflection on extremes, such as dark and light, violence and safety, loneliness and trust, are prompted by the 

painting. Perhaps consideration of chaos into order, or shattered into healing, is further contemplated. 

Concepts of justice, respect, loyalty, peace, or compassion may be more fully developed. The images may call 

one to question, to action, to connect deeply with one’s soul, or to reach out in a new way to the community. 

While viewing the exhibit, the artists hopes you: 1) Gain awareness of the range and depth of mental health 

challenges; 2) Discover and see the power in communicating hope and healing; and 3) Consider actions you 

might take to create hope and support mental health recovery. 

 

Open Art Studio: Weaving the Threads of Survival Through Hope 

 

Come visit the Art Studio; you may be surprised by how refreshing and hope-inspiring just looking at colors 

and textures can be. In the studio, there will be an array of materials from yarn and fabric to markers, oil 

pastels, and papers. Participants might choose to do an art task that has base “weaving,” that can be further 

developed and embellished to create a personal message of hope. Participants might spend five minutes or 

decide to stay for an hour.  There will be art trained volunteers in the studio to assist with ideas and to offer 
support.  Do not miss this opportunity to refresh, create and inspire!  

 


