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WHAT IS HUMAN TRAFFICKING?

Human trafficking is a form of modern slavery. It occurs when a trafficker exploits an 
individual with force, fraud, or coercion to make them perform commercial sex or work.

There are two types of trafficking:

Labor Trafficking - Individuals are compelled to work or provide services by force, fraud, or 
coercion.

Sex Trafficking - Adults are compelled to engage in commercial sex by force, fraud, or 
coercion. Minors are compelled to perform a commercial sex act regardless of the presence of 
force, fraud, or coercion.

Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children (CSEC) refers to a “range of crimes and 
activities involving the sexual abuse or exploitation of a child for the financial benefit of any 
person or in exchange for anything of value (including monetary and non-monetary benefits) 
given or received by any person.” 

Source: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/about/what-is-human-trafficking



WHAT IS LABOR TRAFFICKING? 

In the United States, the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (TVPA) 
defines labor trafficking as: “The recruitment, harboring, transportation, 
provision, or obtaining of a person for labor or services, through the use of 
force, fraud or coercion for the purpose of subjection to involuntary servitude, 
peonage, debt bondage or slavery” (22 USC § 7102(9))

S

Source: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/what-human-trafficking/federal-law

http://polarisproject.org/storage/documents/policy_documents/federal_policy/Trafficking%20Victim's%20Protection%20Act,%20Public%20Law%20106-386%20(Oct.%2028,%202000).pdf


EXAMPLES OF LABOR TRAFFICKING 

Labor trafficking includes situations of debt bondage, forced labor, and involuntary 
child labor.

Common types of labor trafficking include people forced to work in homes as 
domestic servants, farmworkers coerced through violence as they harvest crops, 
or factory workers held in inhumane conditions with little to no pay.

Youth are labor trafficked in situations such as begging, food services, domestic 
servitude (nanny’s or au pairs), traveling sales crews (models, magazines, candy, 
cleaning products), agricultural work, drug sales, hair and nail salons. 



HOW PREVALENT IS LABOR TRAFFICKING WORLDWIDE?
According to a September 2017 report from the International Labor 
Organization (ILO) and Walk Free Foundation, worldwide there are 
an estimated 24.9 million victims of human trafficking. 

Of these:

•16 million (64%) were exploited for labor

•4.8 million (19%) were sexually exploited

•4.1 million (17%) were exploited in state-imposed forced labor 

•5.5 million (25%) estimated children under the age of 18

Source: http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/TraffickingbytheNumbers.pdf

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/TraffickingbytheNumbers.pdf


WHY?  A BILLION DOLLAR BUSINESS 

• $99 billion from commercial sexual exploitation
• $34 billion in construction, manufacturing, mining and utilities
• $9   billion in agriculture, including forestry and fishing
• $8   billion dollars is saved annually by private households 

that employ domestic workers under conditions of forced 
labor

Source: http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/TraffickingbytheNumbers.pdf

http://www.humanrightsfirst.org/sites/default/files/TraffickingbytheNumbers.pdf


HOW PREVALENT IS LABOR TRAFFICKING IN THE US? 

In 2018,  nationally there were 1,249 Labor Trafficking cases 
reported to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline

177 were Minors

558 were Foreign Nationals, 130 were US Citizens

550 Female, 521 Male

Top States: California, Florida, Texas, Georgia and New York 

Source: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/type-trafficking/labor-trafficking



POLARIS HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
2018 HOTLINE STATISTICS 

Source: https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/states


WHAT MAKES YOUTH AT RISK FOR LABOR 
TRAFFICKING? 
Undocumented status

Separation from families and support networks

Poverty

System involvement

Lack of educational opportunities 

Feelings of obligation to support oneself or family 

International student status

LGBTQI

Homelessness 



SIGNS OF LABOR TRAFFICKING

Expresses need to pay off a debt

Expresses concern for family members’ safety if he or she shares too much 
information

Works long hours and receives little or no payment

Cares for children not from his or her own family

Fearful or anxious behavior

Unable to clarify where he/she is staying

Poor physical health 
Source: http://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/recognize-signs



YOUTH IN FOSTER CARE VULNERABILITY

Estimated that 60% of child sex trafficking victims have history in the child welfare 
system

Prior history of trauma (mental, physical and sexual abuse) makes them vulnerable 
for future exploitation

Disconnected 

May be recruited from group homes with promises of money

Transition age youth have a higher risk of homelessness and homelessness is a 
pathway to human trafficking 

Youth who run away from foster care 
Source: http://humantraffickingsearch.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/An-Unholy-Alliance_The-Connection-Between-Foster-Care-and-Human-Trafficking.pdf



HUMAN TRAFFICKING AMONG YOUTH WHO RUN 
AWAY FROM FOSTER CARE
Analysis based on nearly 37,000 youth with at 
least one foster care placement in Florida at age 
10 or older between 2011 and 2017

Among youth with a foster care placement at age 
10 or older, 19% ran away from foster care at 
least once.

Among youth with at least one foster care runaway 
episode, 7% had an allegation of human 
trafficking (HT) while on runaway status.

Child, maltreatment, and placement characteristics 
differentiate youth with and without HT allegations 
during a foster care runaway episode.

For most (70%) youth with a HT allegation during 
runaway status, the first identified victimization 
occurred during a foster care runaway episode.

Source: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.12.022

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2018.12.022


CHILD WELFARE AND LABOR TRAFFICKING
Florida study examined administrative data to describe the number and characteristics of 
children with allegations of labor trafficking investigated by a state child welfare agency

Although Florida began recording human trafficking allegations since 2011, it did not 
implement separate allegation categories for labor and sex trafficking until 2013

Analyses based on more than 6,000 allegations of labor or sex trafficking involving nearly 
5,000 children between 2013 and 2017

Labor trafficking allegations comprised of 9% (558) of all human trafficking investigations 
and were more likely to be verified following investigation.

Children were likely to be younger, nine times more likely to be male, less than half as likely to 
have prior child welfare involvement, more likely to include allegations of physical and sexual 
abuse and half as likely to have subsequent child welfare involvement compared with sex 
trafficking allegations. 

Deborah A. Gibbs, Sue Aboul-Hosn & Marianne N. Kluckman (2019) Child Labor Trafficking within The US: A First Look at Allegations Investigated by Florida’s Child Welfare 
Agency, Journal of Human Trafficking, DOI: 10.1080/23322705.2019.1594551

https://doi.org/10.1080/23322705.2019.1594551


HUMAN TRAFFICKING AMONG HOMELESS YOUTH
COVENANT HOUSE INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

Covenant House International is the largest, primarily privately-funded charity in the 
Americas offering housing, outreach, and support services to homeless youth. Each 
year, the organization helps nearly 47,000 youth in 30 cities in six countries.

Two Studies:  Loyola University with the New Orleans Modern Slavery Research 
Project (MSRP) and The Field Center for Children’s Policy, Practice & Research of the 
University of Pennsylvania

1)   Between February 2014 and June 2016,  MSRP researchers interviewed 641 homeless 
runaway youth at 10 individual sites to study the prevalence and nature of human trafficking 
among homeless youth aged 17 to 25. 

2)   Field Center completed a three-city study  and interviewed a total of 270 homeless 
youth, 100 in Philadelphia, 100 in Phoenix, and 70 in Washington, DC, to learn about the 
prevalence of human trafficking, and the history of child maltreatment, out of home 
placement, and protective factors among those who were sex trafficked or engaged in the sex 
trade to survive. 



FINDINGS 
Loyola Study 

§1 in 5 were identified as victims of some form of 
human trafficking

§14% trafficked for sex

§8% trafficked for labor

§3% trafficked for both sex and labor 

§21% of the total study had a foster care history 

§81% of labor trafficking cases reported in this study 
were instances of forced drug dealing

§7% or nearly all of the youth interviewed had been 
forced into working in the drug trade

Field Study 
§1 in 5 were identified as victims of some form of human trafficking

§22% of those homeless youth who were approached for paid sex had 
this happen on their very first night of being homeless

§17% of those interviewed were victims of sex trafficking

§6% of the 270 study participants were victims of labor trafficking

§For youth who reported that they were victims of sex trafficking, 95% 
had a history of child maltreatment. Among those who were maltreated, 
the highest percentage of youth reported being sexually abused (49%), 
followed by physical abuse (33%)

§73% of labor trafficking victims identified as male, as opposed to 31% of sex 
trafficking victims

§Straight males with higher rates of education were at greater risk for 
labor trafficking than others

Source: https://www.covenanthouse.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Loyola%20Multi-City%20Executive%20Summary%20FINAL.pdf
Source: https://www.covenanthouse.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Field%20Center%20Full%20Report%20on%20Human%20Trafficking%20Prevalence.pdf

https://www.covenanthouse.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Loyola%20Multi-City%20Executive%20Summary%20FINAL.pdf
https://www.covenanthouse.org/sites/default/files/inline-files/Field%20Center%20Full%20Report%20on%20Human%20Trafficking%20Prevalence.pdf


SCREENING FOR HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
Adult Human Trafficking Screening Tool and Guide (AHTST) 

• Designed for use across various health care, behavioral health, social services, and public health settings in 
order to assess adult patients or clients for human trafficking victimization or risk for potential trafficking 
victimization. It is a survivor-centered, trauma-informed, and culturally appropriate intervention tool.

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/otip/adult_human_trafficking_screening_tool_and_guide.pdf

Quick Youth Indicators for Trafficking Youth (QYIT) a validated screening tool for identification of 
labor and/or sex trafficking among homeless young adults in service provision settings.

• Brief, does not require a trafficking expert to administer. The purpose of screening for trafficking is to connect 
affected young adults with needed services, so this study also aimed to determine if homeless young adults 
with a trafficking experience have different needs than peers without a trafficking experience.

https://www.urban.org/research/publication/pretesting-human-trafficking-screening-tool-child-welfare-and-
runaway-and-homeless-youth-systems/view/full_report

The Advocates for Human Rights Labor Trafficking Assessment Guide (ages 24 and under) 

•The protocol guidelines provide a roadmap for state and local governments, service providers, community 
organizations and others to prevent labor trafficking, protect and support victims, and hold traffickers 
accountable

https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/uploads/labor_trafficking_protocol_guidelines_final.pdf

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/otip/adult_human_trafficking_screening_tool_and_guide.pdf
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/pretesting-human-trafficking-screening-tool-child-welfare-and-runaway-and-homeless-youth-systems/view/full_report
https://www.theadvocatesforhumanrights.org/uploads/labor_trafficking_protocol_guidelines_final.pdf
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THE ENITAN STORY 

vBukola is a Nigerian born journalist who entered the U.S. with an “i Class” visa as a 
reporter.

vBecame a victim of labor trafficking and domestic violence in Minnesota as a result 
of fraud at 29.

vWorked while her ex-husband who was her trafficker and abuser took her earnings.

vReceived help through a public health nurse.

vShocked that she could become a victim despite her profession and knowledge, she 
turned around to use her story to help others.

vNow uses her experience as a subject matter expert to advise state and federal 
governments, service providers, lawyers, law enforcement and the general public.



THE ENITAN STORY 

The name Enitan means someone with a story or history. It is pronounced as any-ton.

The Enitan Story came from Bukola Oriola’s story as a victim and survivor of human 
trafficking in the United States.

The goal of The Enitan Story is to change their stories from bad to good by providing 
them with services and referring them to other resources available for help.

Mission

To advocate for victims and empower survivors of human trafficking.

Vision

To join hands with the community, empower with knowledge to prevent our loved ones 
from becoming victims of human trafficking.



THE ENITAN STORY 
Social Enterprise

Ø Bukola Oriola believes in using 
social enterprise to help survivors 
regain their self esteem and they 

prepare for the labor market.

Ø The goal is to help survivors 
discover their leadership skills, 

gain professional skills in 
contemporary bag making and 

hair braiding for private business 
or products for sale.



OVC/MINNESOTA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH GRANT 

•Awarded in 2018 to identify labor trafficked youth ages 
24 and under 

•Conduct screening and needs assessment

•Deliver a trauma–informed, culturally relevant 
employment and life skills curriculum onsite

•Coordinate referrals for non-eligible clients to community 
agencies for comprehensive victim services. 



CHALLENGES 

•TES has conducted a total of 279 outreach activities to the community within 
and to the suburbs of the Twin Cities. These outreach activities were conducted 
via emails, phone calls, teleconference, social media and in person meeting.

•Education and awareness of labor trafficking is still a huge gap.

•Low identification among service providers.

•Some service providers are solely focused on sex trafficking with limited 
interest in furthering their understanding of labor trafficking for their staff.

•The current political climate has made identification of foreign born victims 
even more difficult. 



OPPORTUNITIES 

ØCollaboration with other social service providers and government agencies.

ØConduct outreach to law enforcement and task forces.

ØConduct outreach to places such as libraries, restaurants, outdoor festivals, schools 
and homeless shelters.

ØCreate targeted programs and services such as  support groups for labor trafficking 
survivors.

ØIdentify and secure funding that enhances government grants to expand services.

ØLook beyond your network and service circle for collaboration.



CONSIDERATIONS FOR HELPING SURVIVORS 
•Survivors often need a wide array of services that recognize the unique 
trauma they have experienced. 

•Survivors may be in immediate need of housing, counseling, medical care, 
legal advocacy, job training, interpretation, immigration relief, substance 
abuse recovery or food and clothing assistance.

•Survivors often interact with many different service systems throughout their 
recovery, from law enforcement to the court system to multiple social services 
agencies.

•Youth may be wary of trusting adults and resistant to initial help.

•Trauma-informed training is essential for working with survivors.  



RESOURCES

Adult human trafficking screening tools and guide: 
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/resource/nhhtacadultscreening

Resources specific to victims of trafficking: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/trauma-toolkit/victims-of-human-
trafficking

Using a survivor model to address human trafficking: 
http://www.chhs.ca.gov/Child%20Welfare/FYSB%20Survivor-led%20model.pdf

Human Trafficking Leadership Academy: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/training/nhttac/human-
trafficking-leadership-academy

Office of Justice Programs, Office for Victims of Crime Training and TA Center

https://www.ovcttac.gov/views/HowWeCanHelp/dspHumanTrafficking.cfm

National Human Trafficking Hotline – 1-888-373-7888 / Text: 233733

https://humantraffickinghotline.org/

https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/resource/nhhtacadultscreening
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/trauma-toolkit/victims-of-human-trafficking
http://www.chhs.ca.gov/Child%20Welfare/FYSB%20Survivor-led%20model.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/otip/training/nhttac/human-trafficking-leadership-academy
https://www.ovcttac.gov/views/HowWeCanHelp/dspHumanTrafficking.cfm
https://humantraffickinghotline.org/


CONTACT INFORMATION 
Alisa Santucci 
Alisa_Santucci@abtassoc.com
Bukola Oriola
info@Enitan.org

mailto:Alisa_Santucci@abtassoc.com
mailto:info@Enitan.org

