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Presentation Objectives

1. Critique the quality of the research on CSEC in in the two regions was done 
through an analysis of the salient aspects of the methodology in research 
on CSEC in the regions. 

2. Describe similarities and differences in the characteristics of CSEC victims 

(sociocultural and economic context, gender, education, family, agency, 

control, origin, culture, types of CSEC)

3. Contrast services needed and accessed by CSEC victims (health, mental 

health, education, social services, housing, food, family, child welfare, 

economic welfare, housing, …) and discuss implications.



Background
• Forms and prevalence of CSEC

• CSEC in the global North and in the Global South has 

similarities and distinctiveness.

• West Africa (or Western Africa) and the United States of 

America in the Global North, two distinctive regions to 

contrast CSEC in the global north and the Global South.
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West Africa



Methodology
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Selection of the Reviewed Studies
Four criteria to select studies to be included in the review.
(a) Study focusing on any forms of CSEC; 

(b) Primary research data focusing on countries in West Africa and the USA; 

(c) research focusing primarily on children (i.e., younger than 18);

(d) Research reports based on a study on CSEC published between 2008 and 
2018.

A total of 20 empirical research study reports were selected from 38 study 
reports, including 10 research reports focused on CSEC in West Africa, and ten 
others based on studies conducted in the USA.
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U.S. Studies 2008-2018
Citation Setting, Sample, Research Methods
Curtis, R., et al. (2008). New York City; 249 participants; 48% female, 45% male, and 8% transgender; Respondent Driven Sampling 

(RDS)

Dank, M., et al. (2015). New York City. 283 LGBTQ+ youths aged 14-25.

Gibbs, D., et al. (2015). 201 young people aged 12-18.  

SAGE (N=55) in San Francisco; STOP-IT) program, in Chicago (N=35); and Streetwork (N=111), NYC

(97%) young people were U.S. citizens; 6% of female participants (11) had children. RDS

Swaner, R., Labriola, M., 

Rempel, M., Walker, A., & 

Spadafore, J. (2016).

6 research sites: Atlantic City, NJ; the Bay Area, CA; Chicago, IL; Dallas, TX; Miami, FL; and Las Vegas, NV. 

949 participants aged 13-24 including 327 children below age 18; 60% female, 36% male, 5% transgender 

youth. RDS, Mixed research methods.

Jones, N., et al. (2016). San Francisco Bay Area. 136 participants aged 13-24 including 17% aged 14-17 years. RDS, Mixed methods.

Wagner, et al. (2016). Las Vegas, NV. 171 participants aged 12-24 including 37% male, 60% female and 3% transgender; 16% 17 

years old or younger. RDS, Mixed research methods

Schaffner, et al. (2016). Chicago, IL. 202 participants aged 13 - 24.  7% of 15-17 of age and 93% were 18-24 of age; 47% boys/men, 

41% girls /women; 12% Transgender youths. 98% US born. RDS, Mixed methods

Marcus, et al. (2016). Atlantic City, N.J. 98 youth below 25 including (12%) under 18; 69% female, 31% male, no self-reported 

transgender. RDS, Mixed research methods.

Martin, et al. (2016). Dallas, TX. 78 youths aged 16-21, including 33.3% of children under 18. RDS, Mixed methods

Maurrasse, et al. (2016). Miami, FL. 264 participants aged 13-24 including 46% under the age of 18  ;62% female, 36% male, 1% 

transgender. RDS, Mixed research methods.

Williams, L.M. & Frederick, 

M.E. (2009) 

Boston, MA, and Washington, DC. 61 teens (14-19) including 17 males, 42 females and 2 transgender 

youth. Purposive sampling; focus groups; and interviews.



Studies in West Africa (2008-2018)
Citations Setting, Sample, Research Methods

BEFOR. (2014). Mali, West Africa. 1,472 children aged 10–17. Mixed methods

ECPAT Netherlands (2014) Child Sex Tourism (CST) -Gambia, Kenya, Madagascar, Senegal and South 

Africa. 496 child victims of sexual exploitation; 12-17 children

Ghana NGO Coalition on the Rights of 

the Child (2015)

Ghana. Child Sex Tourism (CST).

focus group discussions and semi-structured interviews. Purposive 

sampling. Qualitative research

de Man, F., & Bah, A. (2014). Gambia.  167 participants including 49 children.  Interviews and Focus 

Group Discussions Purposive sampling

Niang, C. I. (2014). Senegal. 1,004 participants aged 15-24 (801 girls & young women and 

203 boys & young men); purposive sampling

CIPCRE (2009) Benin. CSEC. 252 girls aged 12–17. Purposive sampling

Hounmenou, C. (2014).  Benin. 261 minor girls in prostitution participated in the study. Purposive 

sampling

Hounmenou, C. & Bonkoungou, Z. 

(2014).  

Burkina Faso. 243 minor girls in prostitution participated in the survey. 

Purposive sampling

Hounmenou,  & Maina (2014). Niamey, Niger. 205 children in prostitution including 192 girls and 13 

boys. Purposive sampling

Omorodion, F. I. (2009). Nigeria. Sex trafficking of secondary school girls. 689 persons aged 16–20.



Results

9



Quality Check in the Literature

The quality of the research was broadly assessed based on a framework 
adapted from Ennew (2008)
• ethical issues have been properly addressed, entailing that an ethical 

strategy is incorporated in the research
• design, addressing issues of confidentiality, informed consent, and 

trauma prevention; 
• the research approach is children-centered/-focused,
• the research methods are adequately described;
• the research report provides adequate information about settings 

and times of research, sample size and characteristics, and sampling 
methods.
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Critique of Aspects CSEC
• Lack of consensus around the forms 

of CSEC
• Issues of poverty; family issues; 

sexual orientation; high demand of 
sex with children

• Social environment of CSEC victims
• Origin and mobility of CSEC victims
• Gender issue in CSEC
• In West Africa, pimps more 

involved in CSEC of international 
victims. 

• Limited issues of homelessness, 
runaway youth, and missing 
children for CSEC in West Africa.

• Issue of agency of CSEC victims in 
their transactions

• Prostitution as the most known form 
of CSEC in both regions.

• 100% of the studies reviewed for the 
US and 75% in West Africa focus on 
child prostitution.

• Majority of CSEC victims in both 
regions have at least the level of 6th

Grade.
• Recent trends in CSEC among girls, 

boys and transgender youth: 



Critique of Service Provision

• In both regions, CSEC victims express 
needs other than service providers 
do on their behalf.

• Service needs:  child welfare service, 
education, healthcare

• CSEC victims in West Africa have 
easier access to resources for 
prevention of STD than other 
services

• More service accessibility to HIV 
prevention services in west Africa 
than in the USA

• More issues of mental health due to 
• Housing needs for victims are higher
• substantial number of victims of CSEC 

in the US had some connection to the 
Foster care system or are homeless, 
runaway, throwaway children 

• Cultural issues preventing solutions to 
CSEC

• Issue of HIV/AIDS contributing to the 
CSEC

• Child welfare as a bridge to CSEC 
in the U.S. 



CSEC Victims and Pimps

Even in the U.S., limited 
presence of pimps in 
CSEC 

From Curtis, R., Terry, K., Dank, M., Dombrowski, K. and 

Khan, B. (2008).



Distinctiveness in Research
• Studies in West Africa can be considered 

more children-centered/-focused. 
• More studies with direct input from 

children in West Africa 
• Easier access to potential participants in 

West Africa
• Mental health hardly examined in CSEC in 

West Africa
• Mental health at the center of many 

studies on CSEC in the U.S.
• More and more studies on child sex 

tourism in West Africa

• More use of the term transactional sex in the 
African context

• More involvement of stakeholders in the 
research process in West Africa 

• Less than 50% of all the reviewed studies in 
West Africa did not indicate if the research 
protocols were reviewed by  research ethics 
committees.

• More studies on CSEC in the U.S. are 
retrospective or focus more on opinions of 
service providers than child victims

• Tendency of research in the U.S. to focus 
more on youth over 18 than only on children.



Other Distinctive Aspects

 The proportion of boy victims of CSEC close to that of girls in the U.S.; 

 limited presence of pimps in CSEC and limited evidence of mental health issues among 

victims in West Africa. 

 Importance of giving consideration to social and cultural factors in services and 

research on CSEC. 

 Issues of housing, trauma-informed services more a concern in the U.S.

 Child pornography more a problem in the U.S.

 Child sex tourism more a concern in West Africa

 More active engagement of stakeholders in research in West Africa



Implications for Research and Practice

• Western models of CSEC 
interventions need adapting for 
use in the Global South.

• Basic needs for housing, food and 
training more needed than trauma 
informed and centered services for 
CSEC victims

• Need for further considering 
research designs that include boys 
and transgender youth

• More direct input of CSEC victims in 
research necessary

• More engagement of stakeholders in 
research on CSEC

• Consideration of socio-economic 
factors in examining CSEC.

• More CSEC victims in both regions 
more visible than often thought



Questions & Answers
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Thank You!
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