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INTRODUCTION 

Trafficking in 
Persons is now the 

fastest-growing 
business of 

organized crime. 

1, 386 000 Nigerians 

7 out of 1000 
Nigerians are victims

74 out 100 Nigerians 
are vulnerable to 
human trafficking

2018 Global Slavery 
Index Human Trafficking 

Trends

&

Why Nigerians 
Trafficked within 

and outside 
Nigeria?

Little or non has 
been demanded 

from private 
sectors in 
combating 

human trafficking.

You cannot tackle 
a crime that is 
worth over 150 
billion dollars a 
year, with an 
empty pocket

No government, no 
nation, can meet this 

challenge alone. 
Both the public and 
private sector have 

responsibility. 
Private sector can 
take action against 

trafficking. 

Human trafficking 
thrives in the 

shadow and silence 
of many, and grow 

due to passive 
participation of the 

three arms of 
government, and 
neglect by private 

sector. 



Problem Statement

Despite the economic realities, 

the dominant approach to 

combating human trafficking has 

been to rely almost exclusively on 

governments and social services 

organizations to do the job 

(Jonathan, 2012). Little has been 

asked of the private sector in 

Nigeria.

There is very low participation of 

private sector in combating 

human trafficking, and a majority 

of them do not understand their 

roles in addressing these issues. 

Purpose of the Study

This study intends expound 

upon the perspective of the 

private sector/business 

community in combating 

human trafficking, challenges 

and ways to engage them to 

adopt anti-human trafficking 

as a part of their corporate 

social responsibilities. 

Moreover, this paper provides 

recommendations for Nigeria 

to engage private sectors in 

combating human trafficking. 



Research 

Questions:
1. What is the perception and knowledge of private

sectors in combating human trafficking in Nigeria?

2. What is the attitudinal difference between private

sectors who were aware of effects of human

trafficking and those who were not aware?

3. How does awareness among private sectors

increases their participation in combating human

trafficking?

4. What are the challenges to private sector

participation in combating human trafficking?

5. What are the roles of private sectors and how can

private sectors be encouraged to make the fight

against human trafficking as corporate social

responsibilities?



The ultimate goals of this study include to:

1. Describe the role of private sectors in 

combating human trafficking.

2. Discuss results and challenges on private 

sector engagement in combating human 

trafficking in Nigeria.

3. Provide recommendations for Nigeria to 

engage private sectors in combating human 

trafficking.

Objective of The Study



This study is relevant to understanding the 

level of awareness, roles, perceptions, and 

attitude of Nigerian private sectors in 

combating human trafficking. It also provides 

information on the results, challenges and 

recommendations to engaging private 

sectors in tackling human trafficking. 

Significance



The scope of the study is based on the survey on 50 

businesses and companies in FCT, Lagos and Nasarawa
.

Participants’ state

Nigeria Map

Scope of the Study



Literature Review 

Private Sector 

&

Human 
Trafficking

Lack of political will is 

among the causes why 

private sectors in 

Nigeria have not been 

fully organized and 

engaged in tackling 

human trafficking. 

The private sector possesses 

characteristics that make it 

uniquely situated to play a 

critical role in the prevention 

of human trafficking 

(Jonathan, 2012).

According to Suzanne and 

Kathrine (2015), apart from 

ensuring that they are not 

implicated in labour

exploitation, companies 

can also offer resources 

for prevention, 

rehabilitation and 

reintegration. 

Jonathan Todres noted that: 

“Government regulation can 

serve an essential function in 

incentivising the private sector 

to use its unique characteristics 

and position to combat human 

trafficking. 

An example of this is The California 

Transparency Act which represents an 

important shift in thinking creatively about 

the problem of human trafficking.  Under 

this act, private sectors were expected 

submit periodic report of their effort in 

combating human trafficking
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Literature Review 

Challenges to 
Combating 

Human 
Trafficking: 

What Private 
Sectors Can 

Do

According Sydney (2012), the 

far-reaching effects of human 

trafficking highlight the need 

for innovative solutions and 

resources. The involvement 

of the private sector is, thus, 

critical in the fight against 

human trafficking.

In a research report titled, “The 

Private Sector Pivotal Role in Combating 

Human Trafficking”, Jonathan (2012) 

pointed out that resource constraints are 

one of the biggest obstacles to more 

robust anti-trafficking initiatives today. 

Tax incentive programs 

can foster constructive 

action by the private 

sector (Roger, 2011). Tax 

benefits offer one means 

of incentivizing socially 

responsible actions on the 

part of business

Industry can combat human 

trafficking by providing skills 

training to potential victims and 

survivors of victimizations and 

resources for prevention, 

rehabilitation, and reintegration 

programs. 

Apart from providing financial support

through CSR, there is need for private

sector to provide innovative approach,

contribute its unique knowledge,

expertise and solution to ending human

trafficking in Nigeria.
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 Quantitative approach

 A descriptive and explanatory 

survey design was used. 

Design
Pop. & Sample

 Out of 200 business firms 

contacted, 50 were 

selected based on their 

responses

 Quantitative approach

 A descriptive and explanatory 

survey design was used. 

 Face-face discussion

Data Collection
Method of Data Analysis

 SPSS

 Numbers and percentages

 Tables and Charts

Research 

Method
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Results

Yes
96%

2

43

No
4%

HUMAN TRAFFICKING IS A BIG PROBLEM IN NIGERIA

4



Results
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Results
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Discussions
Most of the private sectors under the sample population 

perceived human trafficking as a global problem that 

affects Nigerian economy, but this does not translate to 

interest in combating human trafficking. However, some 

companies do not see human trafficking as a global 

issue that affects Nigerian economy.

Due to lack of awareness, very few private 

sectors or their management team have ever 

participated in anti-human trafficking projects, 

while most of them have not shown interest in 

tackling human trafficking. 

The challenges to engaging private sectors against human 

trafficking include:

 Lack of adequate awareness among private sectors

 No demand from government to private sectors to act against

human trafficking.

 Lack of incentives (not necessarily material)

 No organized private sector for anti-human trafficking

RQ-1

RQ-2

RQ-3
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Discussions  & Rec

The role of private sectors in combating human 

trafficking include:

1. Providing resources for anti-human trafficking 

projects.

2. Skill training for survivors of human trafficking 

and vulnerable groups

3. Employment opportunities for survivors and at-

risk youths (this may include start-up seed 

funds, etc

RQ-4



Encouraging or stimulating private sector 

participation in combating human trafficking  in 

Nigeria include:

1. Awareness and training

2. Economic incentive by the government(tax 

deduction)

3. Recognition by government and civil society

4. Organized private sectors against human trafficking

5. Supply chain law/policy for private sectors

6. National priority and demonstrating political will

Recommendations
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