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What is the Guyana Women Miners Org? 

The Guyana Women Miners 
Organisation (GWMO) is a non-
governmental organisation whose aim is 
to ensure that women in Guyana are 
able to negotiate equal and equitable 
access to the mineral resources of our 
country, the “patrimony” of all 
Guyanese. Women have historically 
been miners in their own right, though 
in the main they have not been owners 
at the upper end of the trade. 



GWMO’s goal is to address the health, 
environmental, social, and safety conditions that 
affect women, their children and their families 
in the mining industry, and to ensure that all
women—especially poor women who provide 
services to miners—are offered full protection 
under the law, and full access to health, 
occupational safety and work conditions which 
are no less than those required by decent work 
labour standards



What do we do? 
OUR MAIN FUNCTIONS BALANCES

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ASPECTS OF MINING
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Background 

The Guyana Women Miners Organisation was
launched on the 25th January, 2012. Over the years the
membership of the organisation has raised to almost
five hundred members. The GWMO and its dynamic
members include doctors, lawyers, bilinguals,
community health promoters, medics, geologist, as
well as, small, medium and large scale miners. The
organization addresses both the economic and social
issues in Guyana, not to mention other critical areas,
such as; health, environmental, social and safety
conditions that affect women in the mining industry
and ensure that all women who provide services to the
mining industry.



The GWMO’s Trafficking in Persons Unit was the first
to conduct rescues, in a period that not even the
government acknowledged that Trafficking in Persons
existed in Guyana. Since the organisation’s inception,
the GWMO has carried out over fifty (50) successful
sensitization expeditions in all six mining districts;
bringing awareness to gender inequality, abuse,
exploitation, mining woes, HIV, TIP, health and
educational crisis.



Journey to Recovery
Recruitment

While some victims have been trafficked by their 
parents. 

Eg. One victim we’ve rescued was sold to men to 
become wives at the age of just seven years old, by 
her mother. Another victim was taken to the mine 
sites weekly by her father to have her body traded for 
a small bag of groceries.

Most have been recruited from their communities by the 
offer of lavish salaries and deceitful job descriptions. 



Travel to the Unknown

Fear, confusing and wanting to turn back; all words 
used by victims who rescued from mining sites, to 
describe their journey. 

Long boat or truck rides, no more cellular phone 
services or houses, forced to perform sexual acts for 
their traffickers to cross checkpoints. Beyond the 
final check point, hope is loss. Subjection to survive 
feels like the only option. 



First Night Experiences

“When I fuss realized I wasn’t gonna be a shop girl, I 
try fa run”. Exert from a statement of a victim who 
beaten to comply and become a prostitute. 

Other victims, as young as twelve years old, recounted 
having their clothing chopped to “look good fa di
boys”.  Being forced to consume alcoholic and drugs 
to “perform better”. 

For most the following day, they could not account for 
what took place, but they knew that they had been 
raped. 



Inside A “Ki-mou” (brothel) 



- Daily Cycle of  TIP Victim 
(forced prostitution)

Rise to start the day at 
approximately 12 

(midday)

Hygiene and 
meals routine

Odd chores 
and tasks 

assigned by 
Trafficker/s

Summoned to 
entertain patrons 

/ customers 

Subjected 
to rape and 

other 
violations



- Victim Profile

It is our humble opinion that there is one 
description is a victim. 

Over the years our victims have ranged from 
ages 9 to 37. Varying in nationality : 
Guyanese, Trinidadians, Venezuelans, Cubans 
and Brazilians to name a few. 

Educational backgrounds stretch from no formal 
education to successful high school graduates. 



Some Common Factors in the Lives of  the Victims

Commonalities

Victims of 
Neglect, 

Rape, Gender 
Based 

Violence or 
Low Self 
Esteem

Lack of 
Educational 

and 
Economic 

Opportuniti
es

Impoverish 
Families



-Reporting & Investigation

Reports funnel into the organization by way of our
regional representatives, as well as, direct reports.
From the point of initial report, efforts are
coordinated to validate the information. This is
frequently done through the deployment of a small
team whose sole purpose to observe the potential
trafficking location (shops, bars, night clubs and in
some cases, the homes of the alleged victims), as well
as, solicit information from the community or
surrounding residents.



The members of the TIP Unit bravely face
rugged terrain and dangerous waters to be the
beacon of hope for women and children, who are
victims of trafficking in persons and other
vulnerable groups.



- Rescue & Judicial Process

Upon validation of the report, once we can afford the
rescue budget; the risk assessment is conducted and
rescue is coordinated.

Confidentiality and tightly coordinated logistics are
critical to the success of every rescue. Breaches in
any of these areas can significantly alter the course of
the rescue.

After rescue, the rescued victims must be taken to the
nearest Police Station.



- Rescue & Judicial Process – Cont’d

The final leg of our journey is to transport the rescued
victims to capital city, Georgetown. There they are
placed in the care of the Ministry of Social
Protection’s Counter Trafficking in Persons Unit.

The Guyana Police Force has established a small
Trafficking Unit that leads the investigation. Victims
statements and evidence are submitted and referred to
the Department of Public Prosecutions for charges to
be advised.

Victim statements are often the most lengthy part of the
process.



• Rescue
• Representation at all agencies; we seek to help
represent the victims throughout all the stages of their
battle to freedom, from court proceedings to
rehabilitation.

• Safe Housing, which is a collaborative program with
the Sisters of Mercy. Together in Peace, as it is known,
provides a critical support cushion for victims.
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Social Services Committee Activities



• Victim support after leaving the facility.
• Advocacy to ensure that justice is not denied.
• Coordination with the Police to ensure that victim statements
are taken and necessary steps taken to decrease cases being
“thrown out” for lack of evidence.

• Follow up with survivor family to ensure that victim is
successfully reintegrated.

• Coordination with community leaders to ensure that the
families remain informed and a part of the process.

• Sponsor survivors travel and medical aid
• Provide survivors with education opportunities and career
guidance.



This provides victims with:
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Together in Peace Services

Safe housing as they 
attend court

Rehabilitative 
services

Scholastic and 
vocational training 

to increase their 
economic 

opportunities



Together in Peace Results

Increased 
prosecutions since 

the victims are 
readily available 
to attend court.

Increase 
skills of 

victims and 
job 

opportunities

Increase victim’s reintegration preparedness



Challenges

Slow Justice System

Respect for Victim’s Rights

Collaborating with the Government

Funding to Facilitate Continuous Rescues



Thank You

Guyana Women Miners Org
+5922236978
guyanawomenminers@yahoo.com


