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Vision: The end of human trafficking.

Mission: To inform social change that 
eliminates human exploitation.
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Training and Education

Hotline and Resource 
Directory

Research and Action

Leadership Development
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Our Values
1. Integrity
2. Interdisciplinary Response
3. Lived Experience
4. Research-Driven Insight
5. Social Justice
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Community 
Based 

Participatory 
Action 
(CBPR) 

Research

CBPR is about working WITH 
and IN communities as opposed 
to working ON BEHALF OF or 
FOR

Holds lived experience as equal 
(or arguably, more important) to 
traditional methods of research

Promising Practices not Best 
Practices - Honors local contexts
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• 2018 the HSI initiated 849 
investigations (34 in CO, 1 labor)

• RMILT initiated 118 investigations in 
2018 with 38 victims (32F, 6M); they 
initiated 167 investigations in 
2017with 112 victims (88F , 21M, 3T)

• In 2017: 423 calls to HT hotline; 120 
survivors; In 2018: 608 with 219 from 
survivors

• In 2018: CDHS received 235 child 
abuse hotline tips, and 302 referrals 
for sex trafficking

Colorado Data
Federal Victims of Crime Funded Programs, Victims 
Served in COLORADO, FY2014-2017 
**2018 OVC numbers increased by 11% (CO #’s 
unknown)
YEAR BREAKDOWN OF PROFILE

Open 
Cases

New 
Cases

Foreign 
National

U.S. Citizen /
Legal 
Permanent / 
Resident

2014 54 21 46 8

2015 113 59 80 33

2016 104 40 63 41

2017 188 60 91 97
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State Judicial Cases and Filings of the 2014 
Human Trafficking Statutes, CY 2016-2018

2016
Filings

2017
Filings

2018
Filings

Totals
# of Filings

Involuntary 
Servitude § 18-3-503

3 1 4 8

Sexual Servitude-
Adult § 18-3-504

17 16 6 38

Sexual Servitude-
Minor § 18-3-504

55 47 33 135

Total filings (cases) 75 (50 total 
cases)

64 (40 total 
cases)

43 (30 total 
cases)

131 (119 cases)

Of those 119 cases filed between 2016 and 2018, 97, or 82%, were filed in the Denver metro area, while 
22 (18%) were filed elsewhere.   Denver metro area jurisdictions include the 1st, 2nd, 17th, and 18th 
judicial districts. 
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Colorado Project to Comprehensively 
Combat Human Trafficking 2.0
Goals:
• Support for evidence-based practices and 

decision-making
• Enhanced capacity to collaborate  
• Reduce uncertainty and conflict
• Utilize implementation science to vision the next 

phases of the movement
• Provide avenues for grant writing collaboration
• Connect efforts to reduced incidents and 

prevalence

11
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What would it 
take to end 

human trafficking 
in Colorado?
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Research Questions CP 2.0

● What is the nature of Human Trafficking in 
CO?

● What is being done to address human 
trafficking in Colorado?

● How do we work together to 
comprehensively end Human Trafficking in 
Colorado?
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CP2.0 
Report

Colorado 
Action Plan

Community 
Profiles
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Cross section of experiences and 
approaches…

End Demand

Human Rights

Public Health

Sex Worker Rights



lab2cht

Inform, critic, revise, feedback

•Are the 
recommendations 
worded correctly?  
Are they trauma-
informed and 
survivor centered?

•How might these 
recommendations 
be implemented or 
achieved through a 
trauma-informed, 
survivor centered 
approach?
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Outcomes of survivor inclusion

• What survivors need and want in the response to 
exploitation were heard AND applied

• Partnership between researchers, practitioners, 
and individuals most impacted by the issue

• A data-informed, survivor supported response in 
the Colorado

• Bottom up response vs. top down
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Prevention
• Continued training to:

• Increase Awareness
• Enhance Professional Responses

• Train these communities:
• Medical and Primary Care
• Secondary Educators
• Law Enforcement and Prosecution
• Leaders of Commerce



lab2cht

Protection
• Increase Trauma Informed Care:

• Prevent re-traumatization
• Support choices
• Allow self-determination

• Reduce Barriers to Service:
• Gender
• Sexual
• Circumstance
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Prosecution
• More Effectively Share Information:

• Openly share successful prosecution
• Create survivor-informed processes 

through the CJ system
• Support Diverse Efforts:

• Provide specialized courts for HT
• Tools / Resources for labor 

investigations
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Partnership
• Increase Diversity:

• Need more voice from people of color, with 
different types of lived experiences, 
industry, and geographic background

• Increase Inclusivity:
• Especially for survivor leadership
• Recognize power dynamics
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Key Takeaways 
The CP2.0 Report reveals that in the past five years, Colorado 
communities have become more organized and prepared to respond to 
human trafficking. Six years after our original CP1.0 research, we see: 
• Scattered efforts continue to exist, but more coordinated efforts are 

emerging within anti-trafficking coalitions/task forces.
• Colorado communities continue to cobble together resources, doing so by 

building on the strengths of their local capabilities and neighborhoods.
• Survivors who are provided support and resources within formal and 

informal social systems are being helped, and many are beginning to lead 
initiatives statewide. 

• Traffickers are being prosecuted at greater numbers, and with more 
significant sentences
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Community descriptions of Human Trafficking

“The perception is people are 
coming from other countries. 
Equate the issue with the 
Taken movie. Need to shift 
from Hollywood to real life.” 

“Many women in our 
community are just one bad 
decision away [from being 
trafficked]”

“I think ignorance is the main factor that 
contributes to the existence of human 
trafficking.  The myth of Asian women and 
children who are locked up.  This myth isn’t 
serving the anti-trafficking effort. 

“Marijuana tourism. I know 
people we’ve arrested have told 
us that they came to traffic here 
because we have legal weed. 

“It’s the same as so many other issues 
in the community. Poverty, lack of 
housing, you know, the same issues 
as other violence.”
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6 Emerging Promising Practices
The CP2.0 Report identifies six promising practices
• Acknowledging Root Causes (that create conditions for human 

trafficking to happen)
• Trauma-Informed Counseling and/or Behavioral Health 

Resources
• Including the Medical Community: Recognizing health 

professionals as crucial players in protection
• Having Survivors Inform the Community Response 
• Diversion Courts for Victims Trafficking: Expanding innovative 

programs
• Increased Intentional and Equitable Inclusion in Partnerships
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Future Directions for Colorado
1. The anti-trafficking movement needs more evaluation and 

criteria for success
2. More anti-trafficking trainings are necessary to drive 

community awareness and professional response
3. The gaps in services for Colorado survivors are largely known 

and must be addressed
4. More informed prosecutors, judges, and law enforcement 

leaders will lead to improved case identifications and 
convictions of traffickers

5. Anti-trafficking partnerships in Colorado must prioritize 
inclusiveness, beginning with survivors, in order to be effective
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What did LCHT learn from the process
1. Organizational Learning

• Relationships and trust

2. Reaching many audiences 
• ‘Calling in, not Calling Out’ 

3. CBPR is hard, but worth the 
effort

What did LCHT learn from the process
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Key Messages
1. The anti-trafficking movement in Colorado needs more 

evaluation of promising practices.
2. More anti-trafficking trainings are necessary to drive 

community awareness and professional response.
3. The gaps in services for Colorado survivors are largely known, 

and must be addressed
4. More informed prosecutors, judges, and law enforcement 

leaders will lead to improved case identifications and 
convictions of traffickers.

5. Anti-trafficking partnerships in Colorado must prioritize 
inclusiveness, beginning with survivors, in order to be effective
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Next Steps
• Where is LCHT taking up Report and 

Action Plan findings?
Prevention and Partnership

• CP 2.0 Rollout to 
communities/community profiles (Phase 
1 and Phase 2)

• The Exchange
• Replication
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Replication
We bring: 
• Monitoring and Evaluation Toolkit 

for Project Management 
• Sampling strategy for surveys
• Mapping strategy for focus groups 
• Colorado Project Comprehensive 

Survey 
• Focus Group Questionnaire 
• General technical assistance and 

support

You bring: 
• An interdisciplinary and multi-sector 

research team to implement 
surveys and focus groups as well 
as analyze and summarize data for 
dissemination 

• Contacts and connections in the 
community for identification of 
survey and focus group participants 
and Community Advisory Board 
members 

• Knowledge of community 
characteristics and vulnerabilities to 
inform data collection and 
recommendations
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QUESTIONS?


